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70-year-old 
killed in 
truck crash 

FATALITY A 70-year-old 
man is dead after a fatal 
collision on treacherous 
Highway 63 near Fort Mc- 
Murray. 

Around 9:30 a.m. Sun¬ 
day, the man’s pickup 
truck slid out of control, 
and rolled twice off the 
highway, about two kilo¬ 
metres north of Mariana 
Lake. 

Highway conditions 
were noted to have been 
very icy at the time of the 
crash. 

No other vehicles were 
involved, and the man 
was driving without pas¬ 
sengers. 

The name of the victim 
is being withheld at the 
request of his family. 

METRO EDMONTON 



Go to school 
from home 


Comment pg 9 


It's not a time 
for being 
ideological 


Health pg 22 


Stop the spread 
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Robin Emerson of Capital FM, left, and Denise Young with ETS help load a bus outside the Kingsway Save-On Foods with food dona¬ 
tions. The annual Stuff a Bus campaign runs until Saturday with a goal of raising 50,000 pounds of food for Edmonton’s Food Bank. 
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A mom’s anguish 

Slain teen's mom tells trial of stabbing aftermath 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


When asked what she re¬ 
membered about first 
hearing her son had been 
stabbed, Julie Anne Hunt 
couldn’t speak or stop the 
tears from coming while 
standing on the witness 
stand yesterday. 

The trial into the death of 
her 16-year-old son. Josh 
Hunt, began yesterday 
morning, and filled a court¬ 
room with family members 
and friends of the slain 
teen. 

“1 just kept thinking, 
‘He’s been stabbed in the 


stomach — he’ll have seri¬ 
ous injuries, but we’ll get 
through this.’” 

When Julie and her 
husband, Gaiy Hunt, 
arrived at the Univer¬ 
sity of Alberta Hospi¬ 
tal in the early morn¬ 
ing hours of Oct. 14, 

2006, the couple real¬ 
ized that the wound 
was from a 10-inch 
knife that had been 
plunged into their 
son’s heart, and that he 
wasn’t just seriously in¬ 
jured, he had died. 

“He was la3dng on the 
stretcher and 1 just wanted 
to go up and touch him, but 
they wouldn’t let me touch 


him,” she said. “1 just kind 
of collapsed.” 

A 19-year-old man has 
been charged with 
Hunt’s murder, but 
can’t be named as he 
was 17 at the time of 
the alleged crime. 

Crown prosecutor 
Christian Lim said 
that Josh was at a 
party at the accused’s 
home when a fight 
broke out in the 
basement. Lim claimed the 
accused ran from the base¬ 
ment and locked Josh and 
two others behind him. 

One boy escaped through 
a basement window, after 
which, Lim alleged, the ac- 


“I just wanted to go 
up and touch him.” 

Julie Anne Hunt 

cused chased the boy with a 
butcher knife. 

When Josh and a female 
attempted to escape from 
the basement, the accused 
swung at both, missing the 
girl and stabbing Josh fatal¬ 
ly in the heart, Lim alleged. 

The accused pleaded not 
guilty to one count of sec¬ 
ond-degree murder and two 
counts of assault. 
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Oil gas 
royalty 
plan set 
ahead 

JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


DRILLING The provincial 
government is giving oil 
and gas companies the op¬ 
tion to pay new royalty 
rates now to prevent any 
interruptions in drilling. 

Instead of waiting until 
the new rates kick in Jan¬ 
uary 2009, companies 
will have the option of 
paying the transitional 
rates, or paying a rate set 
by the government that 
will save the industry 
$1.8 billion over the next 
five years. 

“We 

wanted to 
make sure 
we do it 
now 
because 
companies 
would 
wait,” 

Jason 
Chance, a 
spokesman 
with Alberta 

Energy announced yester- 
day. 

This adjustment was 
made to ensure construc¬ 
tion and preparatory work 
that was planned over the 
next six weeks can go 
ahead. 

Premier Ed Stelmach 
made the announcement 
last week said it was an 
important action to 
encourage companies to 
continue drilling in order 
to save thousands of jobs 
in wake of a global 
economic meltdown. 


Wells 

• The new 
shift in royalty 
rates will only 
apply to com¬ 
panies that are 
drilling wells 
that are 1,000 
to 3,500 me¬ 
tres in depth. 
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25% more minutes 
than Rogers or Telus. 
100% more joy For you. 

Right now, get 25% more minutes than Rogers™ or Telus™. And with 
email, Internet plus many other cool features, our new Smartphone 
Combo plans give you everything you need. All on the fastest and 
largest network across North America'. Hurry, this offer ends soon. 

Visit a Bell store • 1 888 4-MOBILE • bell.ca 
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smartphones 
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better 


Available at the following 
Bell stores: 

BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17th Ave.S.W. 

1905 Centre Street 
4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E 
10603 107th Ave. 

Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping Centre 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 

Forest Lawn Shopping Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall - kiosk 
North Hill Shopping Centre - kiosk 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall - kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANMORE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918White Mud & 17th St. 

6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603 107th Ave. 

11150 149th St. 

17551 100th Ave. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
18563 Stony Plain Rd 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre - kiosk II 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre - kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall - kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 

EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Lethbridge Smartcenters 
Park Place Shopping Centre 
LLOYDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3301 37 Ave 
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More of *gravy’ than of *grave’ in this Dickensian holiday dinner 

Festival Place is staging the first Dickens Dinner in this part of the world on Friday. Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol in 1843, and Dickens dinners have been celebrated in the 
U.K. and U.S. for many a year. The dinner will feature Victorian carolers and a five-course Victorian meal. Tickets are $100 from Festival Place & ticketmaster.ca. metro edmonton 
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Local 


Run, Santa, run 

Edmonton's Santa Shuffle Fun Run and Elf Walk 
takes off for another year on Dec. 6 , from 10 
a.m. to noon. The walk takes place at Hawrelak 
Park, and features prizes and refreshments. For 
more information, visit www.santashuffle.com. 
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News in brief 


CORRECTION A Story in the 
Nov. 20 edition of Metro 
Edmonton incorrectly stated 
there was a meeting on a 
Cromdale high-rise 
development on that date. Res¬ 
idents are invited to share their 
views on a proposed high-rise 
development in the Cromdale 
neighbourhood on Thursday, 
Nov. 27. The project's develop¬ 
er hopes to amend zoning re¬ 
strictions to allow for a 90-me¬ 
tre, 29-storey building to be 
constructed on the northeast 
corner of 83rd Street and 
Jasper Avenue. The meeting 
will be held at the Royal Cana¬ 
dian Legion (11150 - 82 Street) 
at 7 p.m. 

DEATHS RCMP in Red Deer are 
investigating the deaths of an 
elderly couple, which have 
been deemed suspicious. The 
92-year-old man and 82-year- 
old woman were found dead 
in their home yesterday morn¬ 
ing by family members. It is 
not yet known how the couple 
died. An autopsy is scheduled 
for this morning, after which 
their names will be released. 

METRO EDMONTON 
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Watch the economic crisis 
press the tourism industry 
to step up its game at 
metronews.ca/local 
Watch an architect's 
vision for a new are¬ 
na at metronews.ca ^ 

/local 

Read Global Style ^ 
by Kenya Hunt at 
metronews.ca/ 
globalstyle 



No quick comebacks from meltdown 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(a metronews.ca 


The sky isn’t falling in Al¬ 
berta compared to other 
places across North Ameri¬ 
ca in the wake of a global 
economic meltdown, 
economists and politicians 
said at a panel discussion 
yesterday at the Shaw 
Conference Centre. 

However, the panelists 
said that it will take some 
time for businesses and in¬ 
dustry to fully recover 
from the effects of the eco¬ 
nomic crisis, which has al¬ 
ready seen a number of 


large oil companies pull 
back from expand¬ 
ing operations in Al¬ 
berta. 

“The current fi¬ 
nancial crisis is the 
worst that 1 have 
ever experienced in 
my lifetime, and it 
will affect all 
economies through¬ 
out the world,” said 
John Ferguson, 
chairman of Suncor, 
during the discussion host¬ 
ed by the Edmonton Eco¬ 
nomic Development Cor¬ 
poration. 

“...Alberta will (be) bet¬ 
ter off than most 


provinces, but there is no 
question — we will 
feel the pain, and 
the pain will be 
around for a while.” 

Larry Pollock, 
president of Canadi¬ 
an Western Bank, 
said the most suc¬ 
cessful businesses in 
Alberta cannot “ex¬ 
clude themselves 
about what’s going 
on in the market¬ 
place.” 

“It will take some time 
to work out of this. It’s like 
pushing a string, but life as 
we know it is not going to 
end,” said Pollock. 


Finance Minister 
Evans said during 
the discussion that 
Alberta’s economic 
slowdown would 
give it time to play 
catch-up in the 
labour market. 

Canadian energy 
companies have yet 
to start shutting 
down large volumes 
of oil production 
due to low prices, 
but the market meltdown 
has started to fuel some 
nervousness about the 
prospect. 

So far, a 66 per cent drop 
in crude prices since July, 


coupled with the credit 
crunch and still-high 
construction costs, 
has prompted nu¬ 
merous oilsands de¬ 
velopers to defer 
and rethink their 
plans for new proj¬ 
ects and expansions. 

But at $50 a bar¬ 
rel, the taps on exist¬ 
ing Canadian pro¬ 
duction of conven¬ 
tional light and 
heavy oil and oil sands-de- 
rived crude — a key energy 
source for the United 
States — do not yet seem 
to be closing. 

WITH FILES FROM REUTERS 
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Demolition Arlington’s last stand 



The Arlington apartments at lOOth Avenue and I06th Street are demolished yesterday afternoon. 
Built in 1909, the historic building was destroyed by fire in 2005. Numerous efforts to save the 
building failed. Watch the building face the wrecking ball online at metronews.ca/local. 


Accessible parking spaces 
misused around holidays 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides(ametronews.ca 


As retail hysteria rears its 
head for another holiday 
season, so do inconsiderate 
drivers who park needless¬ 
ly in accessible parking 
spots, city officials said. 

“It's quite a large prob¬ 
lem,” said Services for Per¬ 
sons with Disabilities 
spokeswoman Diana 

O’Donoghue. “People think 
that if they’re just running 
in somewhere for a few 
minutes that it's not a big 
deal... There's a misunder¬ 
standing that in the three 
or five minutes that people 
are parked there, that 
someone who's handi¬ 
capped isn't going to show 
up,” she said. 


There are 78,000 such 
parking spots in Edmon¬ 
ton. Bylaw enforcement of¬ 
ficials are constantly deal¬ 
ing with violators parking 
in reserved spots just to 
save a few steps. Officers 
handed out 2,500 viola¬ 
tions last year to those 
caught in the act. 

“Fm sure there are peo¬ 
ple that we don't catch,” 
said bylaw enforcement of¬ 
ficer Erin Blaine. 

The problem, Blaine 
said, is most severe around 
Christmas, and is rampant 
at malls and in the down¬ 
town core. 

Until Christmas, officers 
will be cracking down on 
able-bodied drivers who 
park in the zones, doling 
out $150 fines, and towing 
vehicles when necessary. 
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Fido not behaving? Maybe Fido’s owner needs a class 

Dog trainer extraordinaire Brad Pattison is coming to the AgriCom on Dec. 13 for two seminars. The At the End of My Leash star will teach his classic techniques for 
training problem pooches. The cost for the session is $99 per person. For information or to buy tickets go to www.eventbnte.com. metro edmonton 


Memo raises doubts 
on carbon capture 


/ZD 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


Reducing greenhouse gas 
emitted by oilsands opera¬ 
tions and then capturing it 
underground will be more 
difficult than what some in- 
dustiy leaders and politi¬ 
cians first thought, say gov¬ 
ernment-briefing notes ob¬ 
tained by the CBC yester- 
day. 

The federal and Alberta 
governments will also need 
to spend billions annually 
in order to get emissions 
down to “meaningful” lev¬ 
els, said the memo that was 
addressed to ministers in 
both levels of government 
from a task force on carbon 
capture storage. 

“Only a small percentage 
of emitted C02 is ‘cap- 
turable’ since most emis¬ 
sions aren’t pure enough,” 
said the memo that was ob¬ 
tained by CBC through an ac¬ 
cess to information request. 

“Only limited near-term 


Commitment 

• Both governments have 
committed $2.5 billion for 
carbon capturing. The Alber¬ 
ta Tories have touted it is as a 
move that will make the 
province an environmental 
leader in reducing green¬ 
house gases. 

opportunities exist in the 
oilsands and they largely re¬ 
late to upgrader facilities.” 

Alberta Environment 
Minister Rob Renner down¬ 
played the memo, saying a 
good chunk of the emis¬ 
sions come from upgraders 
and refineries, not just from 
oilsands operations. 

Provincial research also 
shows that 75 per cent of 
C02 emissions created from 
the oilsands can still be cap¬ 
tured, said Alberta Energy 
Minister Mel Knight. 

Premier Ed Stelmach has 
committed to cutting green¬ 
house gases by 14 per cent 
below 2005 levels by 2050. 


News in brief 


INVESTIGATION Red-light cam¬ 
era footage reviewed from a 
fatal crash in September indi¬ 
cates that a 25-year-old female 
driver allegedly blew through a 
red light before slamming into 
a car. Edmonton police 
reviewed red-light camera 
footage of the Sept. 3 crash, 
and believe that the 25-year- 
old Leduc woman, Stephanie 
Ernst, did not stop at a red light 
while driving south on 91 
Street through the 34 Avenue 


intersection. The truck 
slammed into a Toyota, causing 
a chain-reaction crash involving 
multiple vehicles. Two passen¬ 
gers in the Toyota, 51-year-old 
Min Yap and 57-year-old Mary 
Tay were rushed to hospital. 

Yap was pronounced dead up¬ 
on arrival, and Tay died a short 
time later. On Nov. 21, Ernst 
was charged with careless driv¬ 
ing and failure to stop at a red 

light. VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 
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No nuke plants: Petition 

NDP present nearly 4,000 signatures against nuclear power 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@ metronews.ca 


Alberta’s New Democrats 
tabled a petition in the 
legislature yesterday that 
contains signatures from 
close to 4*000 people who 
don’t want nuclear power 
plants in Alberta’s Peace 
Country, or anywhere else 
in the province. 

Rachael Notley, NDP MLA 
for Edmonton-Strathcona, 
said the petitions will hope¬ 
fully entice the provincial 
government in revealing a 
report on nuclear power in 


Alberta as promised by En¬ 
ergy Minister Mel Knight 
seven 

months ago. 

“A lot of 
people in Ed¬ 
monton and 
further 
south almost 
don’t give 
the consider¬ 
ation it’s due 
because they 
think, ‘Oh 
it’s Peace River, it’s miles 
and miles north of here,”’ 
said Notley. 

“As far as I’m concerned, 
whether its six hours or six 


minutes away, this is some¬ 
thing that all Albertans 
should be concerned about. 
We should all be concerned 
about the implications of a 
nuclear power plant.” 

Bruce Power, an Ontario- 
based power company, is 
planning to build a $ 6.2- 
billion power plant in the 
Peace River Area. 

Knight picked a panel to 
study whether Alberta is a 
right fit for nuclear power 
last spring, and he said a 
report would be revealed 
this fall. 

With only a few days left 
in session, the report has 


yet to be revealed. 

Knight said work is still 
ongoing with the report as 
it has still yet to arrive in 
his office. 

“Nuclear power is a dan¬ 
gerous and expensive solu¬ 
tion when there is much 
better ways at solving the 
energy problem,” said 
Mike Hudema of Green¬ 
peace. 

“Not only are we dealing 
with waste that we have 
no idea how to store it in a 
safe manner, we’re looking 
at tremendous amounts of 
water withdrawals for nu¬ 
clear power.” 



Adopt-a-School sends kids to Oil Kings games 



Oil Kings mascot Louie greets children at Holy Cross Elementary, yesterday afternoon during the 
launch of the Adopt-a-School Program. 


The old saying the folks 
tell: “You can’t go home 
again,” might be true most 
of the time, but not when 
you are a professional 
hockey player in a puck- 
crazy city. 

Oilers defenceman Jason 
Strudwick made a tri¬ 
umphant return to his ele- 
mentaiy-school roots when 
he helped announce the 
Adopt-a-School initiative at 
Holy Cross Elementaiy 
School yesterday. 

Strudwick was joined by 
teammates Kyle Brodziak, 
Marc Pouliot and Steve 
MacIntyre, and Edmonton 
Oil Kings goaltender Dal 3 m 
Flette. 

“For me, it’s veiy special 
to not only help launch 
such a great program, but 
to also adopt my former 
school. It’s a real thrill to 
feel like I’m helping build a 
fan base at the grass roots 
level,” said Strudwick, who 
presented Oil Kings tickets 
to the students at Holy 
Cross, 15120 - 104 Avenue. 

Hundreds of school chil¬ 
dren throughout the 
greater Edmonton area 
will be able to attend Oil 


Kings games this season 
with the introduction of 
the Edmonton Oil Kings 
Adopt-a-School program. 

The program allows that 
any person or company can 
“adopt a school” for $300, 
which provides tickets to an 
Oil Kings game for 10 kids 


and 10 parents/guardians, 
for a total of 20. The pro¬ 
gram can be expanded to in¬ 
clude an entire school 
should the donor wish to 
provide a more universal 
program for the school of 
choice. 

The donor gets a tax re¬ 


ceipt, a mention at an Oil 
Kings game, and the knowl¬ 
edge they have made lots of 
kids veiy happy. 

Oil Kings Adopt-a-aSchool 
information is available by 
contacting the Oil Kings 
sales team at 780-409-3700. 
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I We all know that starting a new business is a challenge, when it 
comes to promoting it you must find that delicate balance between 
investing and generating business. 

I We made a decision to try Metro news for a few weeks. We noticed the 
increasing phone calls immediately on the day our ad was in the Metro. 

We are pleased with the professional partnership we have established with 
their personnel, their customer service is top notch and the 15% increased 
business we have experienced was an affordable investment. Metro is now 
part of our yearly marketing budget. Try them out! You won't regret it! 


“Metro... Good for business! 
Keep up the good work!” 
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Accomplice sought 
by Steinke: Witness 

COURT A former friend of 
triple-murder suspect Je¬ 
remy Steinke testified 
yesterday that the man 
on trial asked him for 
help in committing the 
murders. 

Jordan Attfield, 19, said 
he didn’t take the re¬ 
quests seriously when he 
said Steinke asked him to 
help kill his then 12-year- 
old girlfriend’s family. 

“1 didn’t think anything 
of it... 1 just thought it 
was anger,” Attfield told 
the courtroom. 

Steinke is on trial for 
the 2006 murders of a 
Medicine Hat family. 
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TELUS High Speed Internet or TV in the past 90 days. TELUS reserves the right to modify the channel line-up, prices and packages without notice. Minimum system requirements apply. IBased on total service disruptions and outages experienced by clients in the past year. **Defined as the most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security tools. © 2008 TELUS. 
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Bank of Canada deputy governor resigns 

Bank of Canada deputy governor Sheryl Kennedy will step down as of Dec. 1 to “pursue other interests," the central 
bank announced yesterday. The bank said it will launch a recruitment process shortly to fill her position. Reuters 



Canadian youth top U.S. in net use 

Fewer young Americans have Internet access than their peers in Canada, a 
survey of 13 countries around the world showed. Among 12- to 14-year-olds, 100 
per cent of British youth use the Internet, followed by Israel at 98 per cent, the 
Czech Republic and Macao at 96 per cent, Canada at 95 per cent and the U.S. at 
88 per cent, according to the World Internet report by the Center for the Digital 
Future. reuters 


Tories accused 
of big spending 


Hungary Official welcome 

m 



Hungarian President Laszlo Solyom welcomes Governor General Michaelle Jean, left, in the 
terrace of the Presidential Palace in Budapest yesterday. Jean is on a five-day official visit to Hun¬ 
gary for trade relations. 


Commuters pressured to e-mail in car: Poll 


News in brief 


WAR Gen. Walt Natynczyk, 
Canada's chief of defence staff, 
praised Washington yesterday 
in its plans to deploy 20,000 
more troops to Afghanistan. 

He said the surge by the U.S. is 
essential to hold ground and 
ensure security in the run-up 
to the Afghan election next 

fall. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



on PC products 
in-store 


see ad in Your Money section 


The Conservative govern¬ 
ment should be 
'"embarrassed” after a 
Torstar investigation 
showed that federal politi¬ 
cians and pub¬ 
lic servants are 
travelling at 
high-class 
prices on the 
taxpayers’ 
dime, the Cana¬ 
dian Taxpayers 
Federation 
says. 

“(Prime Min¬ 
ister Stephen Harper) and 
his cabinet should be em¬ 
barrassed that it has been 
caught at the trough like 
everyone else they accused 
of being (when the Conser¬ 
vatives were in opposi¬ 
tion),” federation spokes¬ 
person Kevin Gaudet said 
yesterday. 


The investigation looked 
at about 60,000 travel 
records from four years, in¬ 
cluding the last two years 
of Paul Mar¬ 
tin’s Liberal 
govern¬ 
ment and 
the first 
two years of 
the Conser¬ 
vative gov¬ 
ernment. 

Both Lib¬ 
erals and 
Tories have 
been big spenders, but the 
analysis found most Tory 
ministers spent more than 
the Liberals they once ac¬ 
cused of being lavish 
spenders. In a detailed 
comparison it was found 
Tory ministers outspent 
the Liberals in 10 out of 12 

cases. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


KRISTEN THOMPSON 

Metro Canada 


WORK Commuters are be¬ 
coming increasingly de¬ 
pendent on mobile tech¬ 
nology like BlackBerrys 
and iPhones to keep up 


with work on their way to 
and from the office. 

But that need to stay 
connected is coming at the 
expense of our safety with 
many people texting be¬ 
hind the wheel, according 
to a new Angus Reid study. 

The Commuting And 


Staying Connected om¬ 
nibus found that 23 per 
cent of Canadians sur¬ 
veyed said they need to 
have access to text messag¬ 
ing, phone and e-mail 
while commuting. Ontario 
is expected to ban the 
practice soon. 


Tory spending 

• The standout expenses in¬ 
cluded an $84,000 trip to 
WTO talks in Geneva and a 
$61,000 trip to the United 
Nations climate-change con¬ 
ference in Bali last year. 


AIR CANADA ^ VACATIONS 



5,000 BONUS AEROPLAN MILES 


EARN 


PER MEMBER 


FREE ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION 

and exclusive features 

Compliments of Air Canada Vacations 


Cancun/Mayan Riviera 

ME Cancun • 5^ 

Level lagoon rm. 

Jan. 7 • 1 wk. 


Punta Cana vlaCalgary 

Paradisus 

Punta Cana Resort • 5^ 

All-Inclusive 

The Reserve family concierge suite 
Jan. 8-15 • 1 wk. 


*1529 


Paradisus Riviera 
Cancun Resort • 5^ 

All-Inclusive 

Royal Service garden view junior suite 
Jan. 7 • 1 wk. 


Paradisus 

Palma Real Resort • 5^ 

All-Inclusive 

Royal Service deluxe garden view suite 
Jan. 8-15 • 1 wk. 


Los Cabos via Calgary 
Melia Cabo Real *4 1/2 ★ 

All-Inclusive • Deluxe garden view rm. 
Dec. 20 • 1 wk. 


*1879 


Liberia, Costa Rica via Toronto 
Paradisus Playa 
Conchal Resort • 5^ 

All-Inclusive 
Family Concierge Suite 
Jan. 8 & 15 • 1 wk. 


Taxes & fees: $290 


o 

SolMeUd 

HOTELS & RESORTS 


CONNECT FREE^ • Calgary • Lethbridge • Nanaimo • Regina • Saskatoon 


aircanadavacations.com 

Call 1 866 529-2079 or your travel agent 


Departure taxes are extra and must be paid locally: Costa Rica, 26 USD cash. Prices in this ad are valid for bookings made between Nov. 25 & 29/08. Prices are per person based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated, from Edmonton International Airport. New bookings only. Subject to availability. Not applicable to group bookings. Sale prices 
reflect applicable reductions, are subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Flights operated by Air Canada. For applicable terms and conditions, consult the Air Canada Vacations brochures. Aeroplan Miles are not actual miles, but points towards rewards including travel rewards. For terms and 
conditions of the Aeroplan program, consult www.aeroplan.com. ■ 'Earn 5,000 bonus Aeroplan Miles if booking is made by Nov. 30/08 for departures between Nov. 1/08 & Apr. 30/09. ^Available in conjunction with flight-inclusive packages. Non-stop flights via Edmonton. Excluding USA S Europe destinations. ■ ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan 
Limited Partnership. ®Air Canada Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership. Visit www.aircanadavacations.com for up-to-date information. 


KAROLY ARVAI/R EUTE^ 
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Male bras a hot item 

A Japanese online lingerie retailer is selling bras for cross-dressing men and they've quickly become one of its most popular items. Since launching 
two weeks ago on Rakuten, a major Japanese web shopping mall, the Wishroom shop has sold over 300 men's bras for 2,800 yen ($36) each. Reuters 


World 




Self-help groups work: Study 

About 5 million Americans attend meetings of self-help groups like Alco¬ 
holics Anonymous for alcohol and drug abusers, and nearly half of them 
reported remaining clean, a federal study released yesterday showed. 
The U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration ex¬ 
amined the popularity of meetings like those run in many communities 
by AA and Narcotics Anonymous. reuters 


Costly stimulus needed: Obama 

President-elect's two-year plan could cost hundreds of billions of dollars 


White House appointments 


President-elect Barack 
Obama promised 
yesterday to jolt the falter¬ 
ing U.S. economy with a 
costly stimulus package 
next year and introduced 
the team that will help him 
navigate the global finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

Obama, who warned 
again that the economy 
would likely get worse be¬ 
fore it got better, declined 
to put a price tag on the 
two-year stimulus proposal 
that other Democrats have 
estimated at hundreds of 
billions of dollars. 

The scope of the econom¬ 


ic crisis has widened in the 
20 days since Obama’s 
White House win. Auto 
companies warned they 
were short on cash, unem- 
plo 5 mient numbers rose 
and the government inject¬ 
ed $20 billion into Citi¬ 
group. 

“These extraordinary 
stresses on our financial sys¬ 
tem require extraordinary 
policy responses,” Obama 
said, adding his administra¬ 
tion would honour public 
commitments made by 
President George W. Bush’s 
team to address this crisis. 

Separately, the president- 


Barack Obama confirmed his 
economic team at a news con¬ 
ference. 

• Timothy Geithner, president 
of the New York Federal Re¬ 
serve Bank, will be treasury 
secretary. 

• Lawrence Summers, a for¬ 
mer treasury secretary, will be 
director of the National Eco- 

elect indicated he had not 
decided whether to roll 
Bush’s 2001 tax cuts for the 
wealthy early or allow 
them to expire at the end of 


nomic Council. 

• Christina Romer, a University 
of California, Berkeley, eco¬ 
nomics professor, will head 
the Council of Economic Advi¬ 
sors. 

• Melody Barnes, a former 
chief counsel on the Senate Ju¬ 
diciary Committee, will head 
the Domestic Policy Council. 

2010 as scheduled. 

Obama said his team was 
already working on the de¬ 
tails of a package to save or 
create 2.5 million jobs and 


urged the next Congress to 
act on it immediately in 
early January. 

“We have to make sure 
that the stimulus is signifi¬ 
cant enough that it really 
gives a jolt to the econo¬ 
my,” he said, describing its 
price only as costly. 

Obama had harsh words 
for the struggling U.S. auto 
industiy, acknowledging he 
did not want the sector to 
fail, but criticizing compa¬ 
ny executives for failing to 
present a clear recovery 
plan when they testified be¬ 
fore Congress last week. 

REUTERS 


Somali piracy not 
going away 

ANALYSIS A rapid surge in 
piracy off the coast of So¬ 
malia is unlikely to ease 
for the foreseeable future 
and may rise further, U.S. 
analysts said yesterday. 

Somalia’s ineffective 
government is too weak 
and geographically limited 
to curtail the pirates, and 
the United States is too po¬ 
litically invested in the 
government, they told a 
seminar at the Heritage 
Foundation think-tank. 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


BRAZIL Rescue workers 
rushed to help stricken 
residents in southern Brazil 
yesterday after landslides and 
floods caused by heavy rain 
killed at least 59 people and 
forced more than 43,000 from 
their homes. 

REUTERS 


India Acrobats take flight 



Chinese acrobats perform during an India-China cultural exchange program in the Indian city of Kolkata yesterday. The program was or¬ 
ganized by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and Chinese Embassy to strengthen the cultural bonds between the two countries. 


Surprising 
results in 
cancer study 

MAMMOGRAMS Researchers 
who tracked breast cancer 
rates in Norwegian 
women proposed the con¬ 
troversial notion yesterday 
that some tumours found 
with mammograms might 
otherwise naturally disap¬ 
pear on their own if left 
undetected. 

But leading cancer 
experts expressed doubt 
about the findings and 
urged women to continue 
to get regular mammo¬ 
grams, saying this screen¬ 
ing technique unquestion¬ 
ably saves lives by finding 
breast cancer early on 
when it is the most treat¬ 
able. 

Dr. Per-Henrik Zahl of 
the Norwegian Institute of 
Public Health in Oslo and 
Norwegian and U.S. 
colleagues compared inva¬ 
sive breast cancer rates 
among nearly 120,000 
women age 50 to 64 who 
had a mammogram every 
two years over a six-year 
period to those screened 
just once. 

The researchers said 
they expected to find no 
differences in breast can¬ 
cer rates, but instead 
found 22 per cent more in¬ 
vasive breast tumours in 
the group who had mam¬ 
mograms every two years. 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


DISCRIMINATION Cdllfomld's 
gay marriage ban could open 
the door to legal discrimin¬ 
ation against unpopular 
groups if the state Supreme 
Court allows the voter- 
approved measure to stand, 
blacks. Latinos, Asians and oth¬ 
er minorities said. reuters 
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Germans put out call for Santas 

Germany is running out of qualified Santa Clauses and needs to recruit and train them fast, a leading job agency says. Germans are trying to shut out the 
financial crisis by taking comfort in traditional festivities, and there is an acute shortage of Santas to entertain children at shopping centres. Reuters 



Space station repaired 


Two shuttle Endeavour as¬ 
tronauts finished the last 
of four spacewalks outside 
the International Space 
Station yesterday, 
completing repairs and 
maintenance meant to re¬ 
store the outpost to full 
power. 

Stephen Bowen and 
Shane Kimbrough re¬ 
turned to the station’s 
Quest airlock at 7:31 p.m 
EST after a six-hour, seven- 
minute outing. 


It was the third space- 
walk for Bowen and Kim¬ 
brough’s second since the 
shuttle arrived at the space 
station on Nov. 16 for what 
was scheduled to be an 11- 
day visit. 

NASA managers decided 
yesterday to extend En¬ 
deavour’s stay by one day 
in hopes of achieving one 
of the mission’s prime 
goals: producing water 
samples from a urine pu¬ 
rification system in time to 


return them to Earth with 
the shuttle. 

The device, which was 
carted into orbit aboard 
Endeavour and installed in 
the station’s Destiny labo- 
ratoiy, has been shutting 
down due to a suspected 
mechanical problem. 

NASA needs the new sys¬ 
tem operating before it ex¬ 
pands the space station’s 
crew size from three mem¬ 
bers to six, a milestone 
slated for May. reuters 


Pbn 73 Call Cantor Agante 

PIZZA 73 HAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE. We 


Gaza Israel opens borders 


Chavez’s rivals do 
well in election 


offer flexible scheduling ideal for students, as well as full time 
opportunities with benefits and unlimited potential for growth 
within our company. We are looking for dynamic individuals with 
exceptional customer service skills and great keyboarding ability 
to join our team. We offer a variety of flexible shifts from 4PM 
- SAM, with part time and full time positions available. Previous 
Call Centre and / or Sales experience is an asset. Base salary is 
supplemented by commission plus shift premiums. Our Call Centre is 
directly connected to the Bay Station LRT and bus transit stop at 103 
Street and Jasper Avenue. We provide secure parking in our heated 
parkade in the evenings as well as transportation home for closing 
shifts on the weekends. We have a great view, a large lunch room 
equipped with Cable TV, and a casual dress working environment. 




A Palestinian woman carries her son as a man unloads a sack of 


flour received at the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
headquarters in the Gaza Strip. Israel opened border crossings on 
the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip yesterday, allowing in limited 
amounts of food and fuel for the second time in three weeks. 


News in brief 


MIDDLE EAST U.S. President 
George W. Bush declared in 
farewell talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
yesterday that the vision of a 


Palestinian state remained 
alive, despite the failure to 
achieve their goal of a peace 
deal this year. 

REUTERS 


SOUTH AMERICA Venezuela’s 
growing opposition and 
President Hugo Chavez’s 
left-wing party shared the 
spoils from weekend elec¬ 
tions, jostling for political 
advantage in the OPEC na¬ 
tion yesterday. 

The multi-party opposi¬ 
tion eroded Chavez’s dom¬ 
inance of regional politics, 
winning six top posts that 
govern almost half of the 
population, although his 
Socialist Party took 17 
state races — a clear 
majority. 

Hamas-linked 
charity convicted 

TERRORISM A federal juiy 
in Dallas yesterday found 
an Islamic charity and five 
men linked to it guilty on 
all charges in a lengthy 
case linked to the funnel- 
ing of over $12 million US 
to the Palestinian group 
Hamas, which the United 
States considers a terrorist 
organization. reuters 


We are growing again! 

A Rare Opportunity to Join a Leading Company! 

Bartle and Gibson Co. Ltd. have been in business since 1944 . We are a leading distributor in plumbing, heating and 
electrical supplies across western Canada and the North West Territories. We are committed to providing our valued 
customers and team members the very best. 

We are currently in search of a special person to join our team as an Electrical Project Co-oordinator. 

This position handles the administration and management of electrical projects, communicating with the management 
team, our account managers and our suppliers. 

High levels of detail, impeccable organizational skills as well as the ability to communicate effectively are key attributes 
for this position. Experience with Microsoft Word and Excel, a background in business or marketing and knowledge of 
the electrical industry is an asset. Appropriate training will be provided. 

If you want to join a company with a great culture, that truly values and rewards you for a job well done, then we 
encourage you to submit your resume. Comprehensive benefits and profit sharing is just the start at Bartle & Gibson. 

All submissions are kept in the highest level of confidentiality. We are an equal opportunity employer. 



Please submit your resume to Mr Bob Pollard at: 

email: pollard@bartlegibson.com • fax: 780 476-6686 • mail: 13475 Fort Road, Edmonton AB T 5 A 1 C 6 


We look forward to hearing from you! 


O ] bartle & gibson co. ltd. 
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No time for left or right 

Harper giving up ideology for pragmatism 



NationalRe 


he Conservatives 
won the election. 
But it’s no time to 
be a conservative. 
Two overriding be¬ 
liefs tend to propel conser¬ 
vatives. One is free market 
economics. The other is the 
militaiy solution. Both are 
in disrepute. 

On the economic side all 
you see these days are head¬ 
lines like “We’re All Keyne¬ 
sians Now.” Roosevelt-styled 
New Deals are the talk of the 
world. Deregulation run 
amok is blamed for the glob¬ 
al crisis. 


The Great Depression 
spurred a rise of liberalism 
on this continent that last¬ 
ed two decades. Conserva¬ 
tives can only hope there is 
no repeat now. 

Their recent record on war 
as well as economics is hard¬ 
ly auspicious. There is little 
or no progress in Afghanis¬ 
tan. In Iraq there’s progress 
— but with almost 5,000 
Americans dead, hundreds 
of thousands of Iraqis dead, 
the American treasury 
blown, and the countiy’s 
reputation disparaged, the 
Republican Party has been 
pummelled. 

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper no longer supports 
the Iraq war and he plans to 
withdraw Canadian forces 
from Afghanistan by 2011. 

It is the inflexible, ideologi¬ 
cal leader who digs in his dog¬ 
matic heels. On neither war 
nor the economy is our prime 
minister doing that. 


(Harper) senses the 
times are tilting in 
his unpreferred 
direction and he is 
not about to get 
caught behind the 
curve. 

At a conference on the 
weekend in Peru, he talked 
about how he has had to 
move with reluctance from 
being a deficit hawk to a 
Keynesian spender who 
will now run up deficits. 

At the University of Alber¬ 
ta, he studied economic his¬ 
tory and gained a knowl¬ 
edge of the depression-era 
blunders of R. B. Bennett 
here and Herbert Hoover in 
the United States. 

Instead of being prag¬ 
matic, they clung to con¬ 
servative old-time religion 
and insisted on balancing 


the books. 

These are mistakes, Mr. 
Harper said, which cannot 
be repeated today. 

He senses the times are 
tilting in his unpreferred 
direction and he is not 
about to get caught behind 
the curve. 

The conservatism south 
of the border went too far 
just as liberalism did a cou¬ 
ple decades earlier when 
welfare-state enthusiasts 
brought about stagfla¬ 
tion and other blights. Ide¬ 
ology breeds excess. Go 
back further to find com¬ 
munism on one side, fas¬ 
cism on the other. 

Maybe some day the les¬ 
son of history will be 
learned: That whether it be 
of the left or right, ideolo¬ 
gy is ruinous. 


Lawrence Martin is a Globe and Mail 
correspondent and author who writes 
about national affairs from Ottawa. 
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Economy should not deter philanthropy 


As we head into the holiday season, 
remember that compassion and 
generosity are blueprints for civil society. 



Last year, there were ap¬ 
proximately 82,000 regis¬ 
tered charities in Canada 
and more than 1.8 million 
in the United States, ac¬ 
cording to the Canadian 
Revenue Agency and the 
American Institute of Phi¬ 
lanthropy. 

Meanwhile, mega gifts 
from Warren Buffett ($30 
billion US) and Bill and 
Melinda Gates (approxi¬ 
mately $20 billion since 
1999) were said to be lead¬ 
ing us into a second golden 
age of philanthropy and 
many felt that there was 
never a more urgent time 
to engage philanthropic re¬ 
sources to try and solve is¬ 
sues affecting our world. 

Yet only one year later, 
we are faced with tremen¬ 
dous financial upheaval 
that is seeing much of the 


wealth accumulated in the 
recent past, jeopardized or 
lost. 

As a philanthropy con¬ 
sultant 1 work with both 
charities and philanthro¬ 
pists and have an inside 
view on how clients are 
navigating these times - 
charities as they campaign 
for donations and philan¬ 
thropists as they seek to 
fund the right projects. 

Last week a philanthro¬ 
pist was voicing her con¬ 
cern that people were go¬ 
ing to be less generous, at 
a time when charities need 
more contributions than 
ever to support communi¬ 
ties in need. She has com¬ 
mitted to give as much as 
possible this year and she 
plans to encourage her 
peers to do the same. 

Meanwhile, fourth year 


commerce students in my 
philanthropy course at Mc- 
Master’s De Groote School 
of Business in Hamilton, 
Ont. are as passionate 
about philanthropy — and 
wisely distributing the 
$20,000 donated by Doris 
Buffett (Warren Buffett’s 
sister), Michael Lee Chin, 
Bob Levis and Jeff Wheeler 
for them to give to a local 
charity — as they are 
about analyzing the mar¬ 
kets. 

So despite financial tur¬ 
moil and insecurity, on a 
recent walk, 1 was over¬ 
come with gratitude for 
the freedoms and prosperi¬ 
ty in our society. 

Indeed, a peer through a 
global lens certainly un¬ 
derscores the privilege we 
experience in Canada, for 
example, to live without 


the threat of war tearing 
apart our families and 
communities. 

This perspective shows 
me that there are hundreds 
of instances where 1 can 
lend a hand to others expe¬ 
riencing difficulties that far 
outweigh my own. Today, 
regardless of the financial 
uncertainty swirling 

around, my goal is to give as 
much as ever. 

As we head into the holi¬ 
day season, remember that 
compassion and generosity 
are blueprints for civil soci¬ 
ety, and philanthropic 
charitable works are the 
building blocks. 

Don’t let this month 
pass without taking a char¬ 
itable action that makes 
you feel grateful and 
proud. In the spirit of true 
generosity, all gifts are big 
gifts. 


Maria Antonakos is the founder of Opus 
Philanthropic Strategies (www.opusphilan- 
thropy.com) where she helps people give 
and receive with care. 



Letters 


Watch where you 
get your puppy 


1 would like to warn readers 
not to put cruelty on their 
shopping lists this year. The 
holidays are a busy season 
for puppy sales and people 
need to know that when 
they purchase puppies over 
the Internet, through news¬ 
paper ads, or at pet stores, 
they are often unknowingly 
supporting a puppy mill. 

Puppy mills are inhumane 
breeding facilities that pro¬ 
duce puppies in large num¬ 
bers. They are designed to 
maximize profits and com¬ 
monly disregard the physi¬ 
cal, social, and emotional 
health of the dogs. 

The breeding dogs at pup¬ 
py mills live their entire 
lives in cages, and the poor 
conditions cause puppies to 
have more physical and be¬ 
havioral problems than 
dogs from good sources. 

The best way to stop pup¬ 
py mills is for consumers to 
stop supporting them. To 
find a puppy from a rep¬ 
utable source, visit your local 
animal shelter or find a rep¬ 
utable breeder and visit their 
premises to see how your 
puppy’s mother is living. 

DEILYN BERDICHEVSKAYA, 
TORONTO 


Supreme Court should 
keep off sports issue 


It seems to me that soon a 
time will come that the 
Supreme Court of Canada, 
in the name of non-dis¬ 
crimination, will decide on 
women’s demand that buy¬ 
ing the tickets to sport 
events, like women’s ski 
jumping, and watching it 
is mandatory for eveiyone. 

1 did not know that a 
sport like ski jumping, for 
instance, is a legitimate job 
governed by some kind of 
industry that is obligated by 
law to employ women re¬ 
gardless of public interest. 

If women sld jumpers 
want to participate, they 
should seek sponsors to sup¬ 
port them. The Supreme 
Court should stay out of this. 

BOZENNASIEDLECKA, 
PORT MOODY, B.C. 
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Bonds down with battered equities in demand 

Canadian bond prices ended down across the curve as news that the U.S. government had stepped in to prevent the collapse of 
Citigroup sparked intense demand for recently beaten-down equities, leaving little interest in buying government debt. Reuters 
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B.C/S surplus less 
than expected 

ECONOMY British 
Columbia’s projected 
budget surplus has 
dropped by more than half 
because of the slower U.S. 
economy and lower 
personal income-tax 
revenue, provincial 
officials said yesterday. 

The $450-million sur¬ 
plus was short of the $1- 
billion surplus that finan¬ 
cial officials had projected 
in September. reuters 



EARNINGS Royal Bank of Cana¬ 
da warned yesterday that its 
fourth-quarter revenue would 
fall 15 per cent to $1.1 billion 
on trading losses, while TD 
Bank said it would sell $1.2 bil¬ 
lion in common stock, just days 
after disclosing about $350 
million in credit-trading losses 
in the quarter. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Retailers Desperate times, desperate measures 



A free personalization promotion is seen inside a holiday-themed store in New York City yester¬ 
day. Facing a slew of bad economic news as the holiday shopping season approaches, small inde¬ 
pendent retailers and boutiques are adjusting strategies and inventories to lure customers away 
from the major chains. 


Citi bailout keeps 
BCE buyout alive 


With the clock ticking to¬ 
ward a Dec. 11 closing 
deadline, the $52-billion 
US buyout of BCE Inc. ap¬ 
peared to dodge yet 
another bullet this week 
after Washington moved 
to bail out Citigroup Inc., 
the deal’s biggest financial 
backer. 

Shares of BCE soared 
nearly 10 per cent, or 
$3.39, to $37.94 yesterday 
on the Toronto Stock Ex¬ 
change after the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment said a day earlier 
that it would shield Citi¬ 
group from hundreds of 
billions in losses from tox¬ 
ic assets by injecting $20 
billion of capital into the 
bank. 

Investors in the Canadi¬ 
an phone giant had be¬ 
come concerned about the 
deal’s chances last week as 


the spectre of bankruptcy 
was raised at Citigroup. 

Such an outcome could 
put in jeopardy the bank’s 
commitment to funding 
the $42.75 Cdn per share 
takeover of BCE by the On¬ 
tario Teachers’ Pension 
Plan. 

Citibank is estimated to 
be contributing between 
$11 billion and $13 billion 
of the deal’s $32 billion in fi¬ 
nancing. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Swift action plan 

U.S. president-elect Bar¬ 
ack Obama said he has high 
hopes for Congress to act 
quickly “so that our admin¬ 
istration can hit the ground 
running. We cannot hesi¬ 
tate and we cannot delay,” 
he told a news conference. 

REUTERS 
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Interest rates/Savings accounts 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


1 BMO 1 

1 CISC 1 

1 ICICI 1 

1 INC 1 

1 PCF 1 

RBC 1 

1 Scotia 1 

1 td I 

1 1.0% 1 

1 0.2% 1 

1 3.1% 1 

1 2.7% 1 

1 3.05% 1 r 

2.5% 1 

1 3.0% 1 

0.05% 


Note: Please check bank websites as some rates require a minimum account balance. 


EDITOR: NINA DRAGICEVIC, NINA.DRAGICEVIC^METRONEWS.CA 

Going for broke(r) 



f you are considering, 
even months or years 
from now, purchasing 
real estate, then the first 
person you should be talk¬ 


ing to is a mortgage bro¬ 
ker. Simply put, mortgage 
brokers help you find the 
best rates on mortgage 
products available at all fi¬ 


nancial institutions. 

What’s more, they have 
the knowledge required to 
present a proposal for fi¬ 
nancing to a lender (bank) 


HiSAVE S avings Account 

in the best way possible to 
successfully obtain your 
mortgage and deal on your 
behalf with all potential 


Ontario 

couple 

seeks 

rebate 

for land 

taxes 



Money 


® Three weeks ago, 
my wife and I pur¬ 
chased our first 
home. We close two days 
before Christmas. Our 
down-payment is minimal 
and therefore has very lit¬ 
tle for closing cost. Every 
dollar will matter. Do we 
qualify for the Ontario 
Land transfer tax rebate? 

Cole and Jen, Ontario 
V ^ Congratulations! 
V A ^ Very few accom- 
plishments are as 
satisfying as owning your 
first home. Although real 
estate prices have de¬ 
clined, it continues to be a 
great investment over the 
long term and the next 
several months will have 
many more opportunities 
for first-time and non-first 
time buyers alike. 

Land transfer taxes (LTT) 
can be a rude awakening 
for many purchasers in 
large Canadian cities, par¬ 
ticularly unprepared, first 
time buyers. Land transfer 
taxes are assessed on trans¬ 
fer of property in Ontario 
and are required to be paid 
by the purchaser. LTT is 
based on the value of the 
property at rates between 
l%-2%. On a home of 
$400,000, the LTT would 
be in excess of $4,000. Un¬ 
fortunately, that is not the 
end of bad news. An addi¬ 
tional equal amount of LTT 
for Toronto homes is ex¬ 
pected. That’s a whopping 
$8,000, just for Ontario 
and Toronto LTT. The fol¬ 
lowing may help you: 


Enhance your holiday 
shopping experience. 



Start collecting extra PC® points today when you use your 
President's Choice Financial® MasterCard® or bank card 
at participating supermarkets where PC® products are sold. 
Offer ends January 8th, 2009. 


Start collecting PC points today! 

1-866-PC POINTS (727-6468) 


pcpoints .ca 


Extra Foods 



Super never cost so little: 



Bonus PC points only with PC Financial® MasterCard® or bank card. Each multiplier offer is calculated separately. 
®MasterCard trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Marks used under licence. All other trademarks property of Loblaws Inc. 
President's Choice Financial MasterCard provided by President's Choice Bank. President's Choice Financial personal banking services 
provided by the direct banking division of CIBC. PC points program provided by President's Choice Services Inc. 


• First time buyers may 
qualify for an Ontario LTT 
rebate up to $2,000 on pur¬ 
chases of newly-construct¬ 
ed homes. Re-sales are dis¬ 
qualified. 

• First time buyers may al¬ 


so qualify for a Toronto 
LTT rebate up to $3,725 
purchases of re-sale or 
newly-constructed homes. 
• Must be at least 18 years 
old (citizenship not re¬ 
quired) and home must 


be owner-occupied no later 
than 9 months after clos¬ 
ing. 

• Purchasers (including 
spouse) must not have pre¬ 
viously owned a home any¬ 
where in the world. 


You should check with 
your real estate lawyer to 
resolve before closing. 


Henry Choo Chong, CCA, provides 
professional accounting and taxation 
solutions: choochonghcgagyahoo.ca. 


business ii 


Your Money 


(Apply online : ^ icicibank.caj 


(f ICICI Bank 



lenders. Mortgage brokers 
represent you and not the 
lender and they come at a 
price tag that even sur¬ 
prised us: Free, in most cas¬ 
es! Mortgage brokers basi¬ 
cally are paid their com¬ 
mission from the institu¬ 
tion you end up using as 
your lender. 

When you begin the 
process of searching for 
property it is essential to 
know what you can afford. 
However, just because you 
have been approved for a 
specific amount does not 
mean you need to take 
that full amount. Be sure 
that the mortgage amount 
and the monthly payments 
fit into your long term fi¬ 
nancial plan. 

Here are a few Smart 
Cookie tips: 

Referrals: 

Having a referral from a 
friend, acquaintance or 
family member is great 
when trying to find a mort¬ 
gage broker. Buying a 
property doesn’t always 
happen overnight, so you 
could be in this relation¬ 
ship for some time and it’s 
best to find a good fit. 
Commissions: 

Ask your mortgage bro¬ 
ker on what basis they 
make their recommenda¬ 
tions. Mortgage brokers 
are paid commissions to 
sell loans, so make sure 
you ask plenty of questions 
about the commissions 
they are paid. 

Research: 

Do your own research 
via the Internet and 
phone. Ask what deals 
mortgage brokers have to 
offer and if there are any 
conditions attached. Re¬ 
member, this home loan is 
likely to be part of your life 
for years to come so don’t 
be afraid to ask tough 
questions. 

Stick With Your Gut: 

Make sure you feel confi¬ 
dent about the person who 
is organizing your mort¬ 
gage. Go with your gut on 
this one — if something 
doesn’t feel right, chances 
are it isn’t. 

E-mail questions or com¬ 
ments to smartcook- 
ies(a)metronews.ca. 


Tune in Wednesday night at 9 p.m. EST/PST 
on the W Network and be sure to visit 
smartcookies.com for more tips. 



The week's column looks at 
ways to invest for growth 
while keeping your principal 
safe. Visit metronews.ca 
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Ruling paves the way for Bonds trial 

A U.S. federal judge has dismissed several charges against Barry Bonds but has left intact most of the indictment alleging he lied to a grand jury 
about taking performance-enhancing drugs. The ruling yesterday paves the way for Bonds to go to trial in March, metro news services 


Sports 



Sign of the times 


General Motors has ended its nine-year endorsement deal with 
Tiger Woods amidst the auto industry’s worst economic climate in 
decades. The endorsement deal, believed to be worth at least $7 
million US a year, was to expire at the end of 2009. Woods has en¬ 
dorsed GM products around the world and mainly has been seen in 
Buick commercials. metro news services 


SPORTS^METRONEWS.CA 


O’Byrne’s gaffe 
costs Habs 

NHL Montreal defenceman 
Ryan O’Byrne scored into 
his own net on a third peri¬ 
od delayed penalty to send 
the game to overtime, and 
Bill Guerin scored the 
clincher in the shootout to 
give New York Islanders a 
stunning 4-3 victory over 
the Montreal Canadiens 
last night. 

With Montreal holding a 
3-2 lead in the third period, 
Sean Bergenheim was whis¬ 
tled for holding and Carey 
Price left the Montreal net 
for an extra attacker. 

The puck went into the 
Canadiens end and 
O’Byrne, while being pres¬ 
sured by Doug Weight, 
passed the puck back to no 
one and it slowly rolled in¬ 
to the net. Guerin was ulti¬ 
mately credited for the goal 
at 15:13 that made it 3-3. 

Leafs acquire 
Stempniak 

NHL The St. Louis Blues ac¬ 
quired defenceman Carlo 
Colaiacovo 
and centre 
Alexander 
Steen from 
Toronto in ex¬ 
change for 
right wing Lee 
Stempniak 
yesterday. Stempniak has 
three goals and 13 points 
in 14 games this season. 

Pirates ink first 
Indian players 

BASEBALL Pitchers Rinku 
Singh and Dinesh Kumar 
Patel became the first Indi¬ 
an-born players to sign a 
professional sports 
contract outside of the 
country when they inked 
deals with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates yesterday. Singh, a 
20-year-old left-hander 
who was born in Bhadoni, 
India, is the youngest of 
nine children in his fami¬ 
ly. Patel, a 19-year-old 
right-hander, comes from 
a family of five brothers 
and sisters. 

Wizards fire 
Eddie Jordan 

N BA The Washington Wiz¬ 
ards fired head coach Eddie 
Jordan yesterday and 
replaced him with Ed 
Tapscott. Only Oklahoma 
City, at 1-13, has started 
worse than Washington and 
the Thunder also fired their 
head coach on Saturday 
when P.J. Carlesimo was re¬ 
lieved of his duties. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Stempniak 


Luongo out indefinitely 


NHL Vancouver Canucks 
goaltender Roberto Luon¬ 
go’s return status will be 
evaluated on a week-to- 
week basis as he recovers 
from a groin injury, the 
team said yesterday. 

The decision was made 
after Luongo underwent 
medical tests following his 
injury on Saturday while 
making a save in the first 
period of Vancouver’s vic¬ 
tory in Pittsburgh. 


Local media reports have 
suggested Luongo, who is 
also the team captain, will 
be out of action for up to 
five weeks. 

Rarely used backup Cur¬ 
tis Sanford assumes the du¬ 
ties as the No. 1 goalie and 
the Canucks have called up 
Cory Schneider, the team's 
top draft choice in 2004, 
from the American Hockey 
League’s Manitoba Moose. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Roberto Luongo suffered a groin injury Saturday. 


Sports in brief 


HOCKEY Hall-of-Famer Patrick 
Roy has another son in hot water 
with the QMJHL. Forward Freder¬ 
ick Roy of the Quebec Remparts 
was suspended 15 games yester¬ 
day for cross-checking an oppo¬ 
nent in the head and for deliver¬ 
ing a blow to the face of another 
player in an 8-2 loss to Montreal 
on Friday. Frederick's older broth¬ 
er, Jonathan, made national 
headlines in March after earning 
a seven-game suspension and a 
$500 fine. Roy is the head coach, 
general manager and part-own¬ 
er of the Remparts. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Nash could have a New York state of mind 


B.C. native Steve Nash — the 
finest Canadian basketball 
player in histoiy—will even¬ 
tually become a member of 
the New York Knicks. 

That’s the word around 
the NBA, and it’s being 
spread like wildfire by league 
sources who know their 
stuff. They predict Nash will 
be with the Knicks before 
2010. Makes sense, too. Nash 
already has an off-season 
home in New York. He plays 
in a Manhattan soccer league 
during the off-season. And he 
has gone on record as saying 
New York would satisfy his 
cultural interests and foster 
his filmmaking desires. 

There’s also the fact that 
Mike D’Antoni is the new 
Knicks coach and used to be 
Nash’s coach in Phoenix, 
where the point guard and 
the Suns excelled in a fast- 


YorkRepoc 


Marty 

York 


marty.york (3 metronews.ca 



paced system that is being in¬ 
troduced these days in New 
York. And, oh yes, the 
Knicks made two trades last 
week that cleared $2 7-mil¬ 
lion U.S. in their salaiy cap. 

• A Knicks team featuring 
Nash, of course, likely would 
make life more miserable 
for their Eastern Conference 
rivals, including Canada’s 
NBA franchise. 

Despite starting the NBA’s 
tallest frontline in 6-foot-ll 
Jermaine O’Neal, 6-foot-lO 
Chris Bosh and 7-foot An¬ 


drea Bargnani, the Raptors 
have been playing subpar 
ball and languish near the 
bottom of their division with 
a 6-7 record. And some of the 
same folks who are whisper¬ 
ing about Nash’s future in 
New York are buzzing about 
what they perceive as the 
likely firing of Raptors coach 
Sam Mitchell before the all- 
star break. Indeed, Mitchell 
has been getting outsmarted 
by opponents too frequently 
this season and it’s making 
NBA types believe they were 
bang-on a few years ago, 
when they voted him the 
league’s worst coach in a 
Sports Illustrated poll. 

Not that Mitchell is entire¬ 
ly to blame for the Raps’ 
woes. Club boss Biyan Colan- 
gelo also needs to take some 
heat, for a change. The Raps 
have virtually no depth — 


and that’s his fault. 

• Leftovers from Simday’s 
Grey Cup turkey: 

The oddsmakers’ line for 
most of the week was a pick 
‘em but the Alouettes were 
favoured by 1.5 points at 
kickoff, partly because na¬ 
tional media types such as 


Odds and ends 

Sources tell Metro sports 
columnist Marty York that 
the New York Yankees will 
sign free-agent pitching star 
C.C. Sabathia to a six-year 
contract worth about $ 140- 
million U.S. before Thurs¬ 
day. Also, in the CFL, York 
reports Winnipeg will ap¬ 
point Edmonton Eskimos 
assistant coach Mike Kelly 
as the Blue Bombers' new 
head coach before Friday. 


Chris Schultz and Stephen 
Brunt — who seldom dig up 
new information but often 
feel inclined to offer up pre 
dictions — suggested un¬ 
abashedly that a home-field 
advantage would make Mon¬ 
treal a winner over the visit¬ 
ing Calgaiy Stampeders. 

Well, the Stamps’ defence 
and field-goal specialist San¬ 
dro DeAngelis dominated 
the game and led Calgaiy to 
a 22-14 victory. 

Bottom line: Always con¬ 
sider your sources before wa¬ 
gering on games. And, re¬ 
member, Metro told its read¬ 
ers last week that Calgaiy 
would prevail largely be¬ 
cause of its defence and Itick- 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 


NHL The old eye-exam j'oke 



Referee Tim Peel waits for a faceoff after making a penalty call while a fan chimes in with their own view in the Flyers-Stars game in 
Philadelphia last night. The Flyers won 4 - 3 - 


SCOREBOARD 

NHL 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
N.Y. Islanders 4 Montreal 3 (SO) 
Florida 3 Carolina 2 
Minnesota 4 Washington 3 
N.Y. Rangers 4 Phoenix i 
Philadelphia 4 Dallas 3 
Vancouver 3 Detroit 2 (OT) 

Anaheim 4 Colorado i 

TONIGHT'S GAMES 
St. Louis at Nashville 
Atlanta at Toronto 
Los Angeles at Calgary 

TOMORROW’S GAMES 
Boston at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders 
Atlanta at Washington 
Philadelphia at Carolina 
Phoenix at Columbus 
N.Y. Rangers at Tampa Bay 
New Jersey at Florida 
Montreal at Detroit 
Dallas at Minnesota 
St. Louis at Colorado 
Los Angeles at EDMONTON 
Chicago at San Jose 


YESTERDAY’S RESULT 
New Orleans 51 Green Bay 29 


NBA 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Charlotte 93 Philadelphia 84 
Chicago 101 Utah 100 
Flouston 107 Miami 98 
Orlando 108 Milwaukee 101 
San Antonio 94 Memphis 81 
Sacramento at Portland 
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers 

































C’mon inside 

new plans & great deals 



NEW PLANS FROM 



I NO 

SYSTEM 

ACCESS 


PLANS 


Include Call Waiting, Conference Call 
and blanket coverage from coast to coast 


FULLFIDO“ 

Finally, plans with 
all you need^ in the city. 
Click fido.ca for 
coverage in your area. 


Monthly fees 

$15 

$20 

$25 

$35 

$50 

$70 

$40 

$60 

Minutes^ 

Billed by the second 

50 

50 

100 

250 

600 

2,000 

2,000 
(over 1 h/day) 

4,000 

(over 2 h/day) 

Text messages sent^ 

50 

50 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Text messages received'* 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Free 

Evenings & Weekends® 

Weeknights from 7 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
and weekends from Friday 7 p.m. to 
Monday 8 a.m. 


Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 




A one-time activation fee of $35 per iine applies.® 

As a Fido monthiy subscriber, you can save up to 15% when you combine your wireless service with eligible Rogers™ services.^ 


If you share our concern for the environment, please use online billing. It’ll not only help save 
our forests, it’ll save you money too. For a paper invoice there’ll be a $2 charge per month, 
which will be donated to plant trees. Visit fido.ca/billing 






















Nokia 2760 



GET A PHONE 

on the house 

With 2-year Fido™ Agreement 




And all this Fidocare is on the house 



WE HAVE NO EXTRA 
MONTHLY FEES 

With Fido’s new plans, there are no system access or extra 
network fees. And without these extra charges, your monthly bill 
will be easier to live with. 

WE HELP YOU CONTROL 
YOUR BILL 

If your budget is tight, don’t worry. We’ll proactively send you 
a free text message after you hit 75% and 100% of your plan’s 
allotted local minutes. 

CHOOSE THE COMMITMENT 
THAT WORKS FOR YOU 

We don’t want you to feel locked in. That’s why you can choose 
a 2-year Fido™ Agreement or no agreement at all, if you’re not 
into commitments. All this, on just about every one of our 
phones. Plus feel free to change your plan any time. 

WE GIVE BACK EVERY TIME 
YOU USE YOUR PHONE 

You’ll earn FidoDollars™ every time you use your phone which can 
help you upgrade to a new phone sooner. At Fido, we never take 
your loyalty for granted. 


























fk iPhoneSG 

Some stockings have all the luck. 



BRING IT 
ALL HOME 
FOR 

THE HOLIDAYS 

> New plans from $15 per month 

> Phones at $0 

> New Owner’s guarantee 


FIDO STORES 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Southgate Centre 


EXCLUSIVE DEALERS 

Northgate Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 
CELLULAR BABY 
West Edmonton Mall 
GENERATION WIRELESS 
City Centre 
OMEGACELL 
10376 78 Avenue 
UNIPAGE 

Mill Woods Town Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 
Londonderry Mall 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


III booth 


\BOV 


((UIRELESSHIIVE)) 


WAL*MART 


SHOP AT FIDO.CA 

Drop by a store 
Call 1-888-766-3436 


1 . Local airtime minutes apply only within the FULLFIDO zone; additional minutes inside your zone and airtime used for calls made and received outside your FULLFIDO zone cost 35<t per minute. 2 . Applies to local airtime minutes only. Each additional minute costs 35(1;. 3 . Applies to messages sent 
from Canada to a Canadian wireless number. 4 . Text messages received from another mobile phone are free. There is a charge per text message received via E-mail to your Fido and for premium text messages (alerts, messages related to content, contests and promotions). 5 . Local calls only, excluding 
calls made through Call Forwarding (20(!:/min.), Video Calling (35(l;/min.), or similar services. 6. If you are subscribed to a Fido monthly plan offered before November 4, 2008, a set-up fee of $25 per line applies. 7. Discount applies to monthly recurring service fees for eligible services. Not all services are 
available in all areas. Go to fido.ca/bundles for details. 8. Pricing based on 8 GB version with subscription to 3-year term plan with minimum $30 monthly service fee. Early cancellation fees apply. 

Applies to all plans: Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the plan, long distance and roaming charges and any additional service options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are billed monthly. An Early Cancellation Fee applies to all subscribers with a Fido Agreement. 

Subject to Fido’s Acceptable Use Policy. Plans available until February 2, 2009. Fido reserves the right to change the products and services described in this document, as well as the pricing, at any time. 

™Fido & design, FULLFIDO and FidoDollars are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. Rogers is a trademark of Rogers Communications Inc., used under license. Apple, the Apple logo and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the US and other countries. All other brand names and logos are 
trademarks of their respective owners. © 2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 


the new 


fido 



Giving low prices a good home. 
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Did you know? 

The most popular Continuing Education classes are certificate programs, which offer specialized, 

intensive — and flexible — professional study that leads to a certificate rather than a degree. studycanada.ca 



Continuing 

Education 


Opportunities abound 


The Canadian Association for University Continuing Education 
is an organization of professionals dedicated to enlarging the 
scope and quality of continuing education opportunities for 
adults. For news and resources about this ever-changing field, 
visit cauce-aepuc.ca. metro news services 


SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR: STEPHANIE BOMBA, STEPHANIE.BOMBA^METRONEWS.CA 


Distance learning on the rise 

More grads, mature students looking to brush up on skills while working full-time 



When job prospects darken, people often return to school to develop new skills — and distance learning is a popular way to do just that, experts say. 


BRIAN TOWIE 

brian.towie@metronews.ca 


Bad times in the economy 
may mean good times for 
continuing education, es¬ 
pecially in distance-learn¬ 
ing programs. 

More graduates and ma¬ 
ture students are turning 
to distance-learning cours¬ 
es in lieu of the classroom 
as a way to brush up on 
their skills while working 
or tending to a family full¬ 
time. 

Some institutions have 
seen significant growth: 
Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, for exam¬ 
ple, reported an overall 
13.1 per cent increase in 
collective distance educa¬ 
tion registrations since 
2007. 

Not much of a surprise to 
John O’Brien, manager of 
media relations at Athabas¬ 
ca University, a school that 
has made distance learning 
its stock in trade since 
1970. When job prospects 
darken, he says, people of¬ 
ten return to school to de¬ 
velop new skills. 

“Bad times can be busy 
times for us,” he said. “Per¬ 
versely, as the economy fal¬ 
ters and more people are 
either laid off or underem¬ 
ployed, we do notice that 
our business — and this is 
not a good way to put it be¬ 
cause that’s not what we’re 
here for — goes up.” 

The flexibility of distance 
education, be it online or 
by snail mail, is a major at¬ 
traction for those who 


don’t have the time to sit 
in class, O’Brien says. Un¬ 
employed or underem¬ 
ployed mature students, 
possibly living in rural ar¬ 
eas with little or no access 
to a post-secondary institu¬ 
tion or parents who must 
devote time to raising their 
kids, may find getting an 
education at their own 
pace a viable option. 


“What distance learning 
students can also do is ap¬ 
ply their courses towards 
credit for already existing 
courses at universities 
across the country,” 
O’Brien adds. 

The current financial 
downturn may increase en¬ 
rolment numbers the 
longer it lasts. The Sloan 
Consortium, an online 


tracker of learning trends 
in the U.S., conducted a 
survey that found some 
3.94 million students en¬ 
rolled in at least one on¬ 
line course in the fall of 
2007 in that country, an in¬ 
crease of 12.9 per cent 
from the previous year. Ac¬ 
cording to most respon¬ 
dents in the survey, wors¬ 
ening employment oppor¬ 


tunities contributed to the 
growth. 

In Athabasca’s case, grad¬ 
uate registration rates rose 
by 5.6 per cent between the 
2003-04 school year and 
2007-08. O’Brien notes this 
is a double-edged sword: 
Revenue increases for 
schools offering distance¬ 
learning programs, but so 
do the costs of operating 


them and adapting them to 
a changing economy. 

As classes grow — espe¬ 
cially in open-university 
courses that require no pre¬ 
vious requirements — 
more resources are needed 
to handle the volume of 
students. 

“We don’t want to see 
the economy tank,” he 
added. 


Open the Door to your Future 


Post-Secondary Programs 

t 

University & Coilege Entrance (UCEP) 
Evening & Weekend High School Courses 

t 

Learning Foundations Upgrading (LFP) 
Learning Enhanced English (LEEP) 

Full Time, Part-Time, Fast Tracked Program 


Open Studies/Special Sessions 

Did you know you could: 

• Begin University Courses while you upgrade 
• Take a variety of courses for Professional Development 
• Choose courses in Arts, Management, Science and Education 
• Take Evening & Weekend Credit programs & courses 



CONCORDIA 

University College of Alberta 
You can do that here. 


For more information: 

www.pace.concordia.ab.ca 

780.413.7800 
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Distance learning 

Looking for an edge in the business world? Many post-secondary institutions offer non-credit continuing 
education courses in leadership and project management, with distance learning options, metro news services 


Tools for the career development field 



Career development practitioners provide guidance, tools and resources to help their clients make informed decisions regarding training and jobs. 


TAGHREED SAADEH 

for Metro Canada 


The Career Development 
program at Concordia Uni¬ 
versity College of Alberta 
is an after-degree 
certificate or diploma pro¬ 
gram that is the first of its 
kind in the country. 

“As Canada’s first 
provider of career develop¬ 
ment training, Concordia’s 
Career Development pro¬ 
gram continues to be rec¬ 
ognized as a leader in ca¬ 
reer practitioner training,” 
said Kerri McKinnon, direc¬ 
tor of career development 
at Concordia. 

“Career development 
practitioners provide guid¬ 
ance, tools and resources to 
help clients clarify their 
goals, make informed deci¬ 
sions regarding training 
and jobs, and to cope with 
unexpected career changes. 

“To ensure our students 
have the skills necessary 
to compete in the career 
development field, the 
program offers a wide 
range of courses and expe¬ 
riences that expose partici¬ 
pants to areas such as ca¬ 
reer counselling, labour 


market research, job 
search processes, career 
development within or¬ 
ganizations, job develop¬ 
ment, workshop facilita¬ 
tion, professional develop¬ 
ment and career develop¬ 
ment consulting.” 

McKinnon added that 
since the beginning of the 
program, hundreds of ca¬ 
reer development practi¬ 
tioners have taken courses 


leading to a certificate or a 
diploma. 

“On-campus institutes, 
distance delivery, off-site 
training and self-paced 
learning provide flexible 
options that allow students 
to maintain employment 
while pursuing education 
and professional develop¬ 
ment goals,” she says. 

“On-site study institutes 
provide students with the 


opportunity to join other 
participants from across 
Canada for on-site instruc¬ 
tion in a variety of content 
areas. 

“It should be noted that 
courses are not completed 
at the end of the class 
time. Students complete 
most of the course work 
on their own through inde¬ 
pendent study and submit 
assignments as per dis¬ 


tance study. 

“Students may complete 
the program in a shorter 
time frame or may take 
longer, depending on indi¬ 
vidual needs.” 

According to McKinnon, 
more than 1,200 practi¬ 
tioners from across Canada 
have chosen Concordia to 
meet their career develop¬ 
ment training needs. 

“Small classes, engaging 


instructors, flexible deliv¬ 
ery and interactive instruc¬ 
tion in a friendly environ¬ 
ment makes this Career 
Development program ef¬ 
fective. 

“There are approximate¬ 
ly 100 students in the pro¬ 
gram each year, and of 
these, 75 are working in 
the field and 25 are mov¬ 
ing into the field of career 
development.” 



MacEwan 


yOKai: is Theatre Production? 

find out more ahout An 
eKcitin^ cAreer 
(?ehind~the~6cenesl 


think MacEwan 


Free Information Session [no rsvp required] 
December 4,6:30 pm 
Room 440 [top floor] 

10045-156 Street ' 

Edmonton, AB 


i A : I CONTINUING 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES: 

Set Etiquette and Protocol 

Feb. 7 (10 am - 3:30 pm, $95, noncredit) 

Set Painting and Introduction to Costumes 
are two credit courses being offered in 2009. 
Call 780-497-4301 or visit us online for more 
information. www.MacEwan.ca/ArtsOutreach 


au-dio 
liQkilnQ 
COStlAMS - 

drafting and 
mod^l making 


tecknicai direction 

footings 

rigging 

set painting 

stage management 


www.MacEwan.ca/Production 
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Tips and tools 

Want to discover more about continuing education and lifelong learning? Visit canlearn.ca/eng 
/lifelong/index.shtml for some tools and financial tips to make it happen. metro news services 
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Education 
as insurance 

Continuing education can 
be vital to small businesses 



Both NorQuest College in Edmonton and the University of Toronto offer short-term education courses to small business owners. 



for Metro Canada 


Becoming a small business 
owner involves risk and 
making a long-term com¬ 
mitment — so it's good to 
know that no matter 
where you are, there are 
short-term continuing ed¬ 
ucation courses available 
to make for a more calcu¬ 
lated transition. 

“'When you’re starting 
up a small business, you 
need to know the financial 
aspects” of running one, 
says Mark Broverman, a co¬ 
ordinator of corporate 
training with NorQuest 
College in Edmonton, who 
used to run a small busi¬ 
ness of his own. 

NorQuest offers an ad¬ 
ministration professional 
certificate program, which 
allows students to special¬ 
ize in accounting, project 


“When the 
economy goes 
south... you have to 
know how to sell.” 

Earl Robertson 

management and financial 
management, among oth¬ 
er things. Courses are of¬ 
fered as workplace-based 
workshops or two-day sem¬ 
inars on campus. “We have 
instructors that go all over 
Alberta,” says Broverman. 

NorQuest’s courses are 
also offered online, with 
students from across Cana¬ 
da signing up. “It’s per¬ 
fect,” says Broverman, “be¬ 
cause a lot of people don’t 
have the time to go to full¬ 
time courses.” 

The University of Toron¬ 
to’s School of Continuing 
Studies recently began of¬ 
fering a certificate in pro¬ 


fessional sales and sales 
management. Students en¬ 
roll in two courses, which 
are taken once a week over 
two semesters. 

“We cover a standard, 
business-to-business, 10- 
step process that every pro¬ 
fessional salesperson, re¬ 
gardless of industry, goes 
through,” says Earl Robert¬ 
son, a professor who teach¬ 
es both courses. “Every in¬ 
dustry has sales, so you’re 


hard-pressed to find an in¬ 
dustry or company that 
doesn’t need what we do.” 

The first course, profes¬ 
sional sales practices, cov¬ 
ers such topics as prospect¬ 
ing new customers, doing 
an effective needs analysis 
and processing through in- 
fluencers. “We’re covering 
40 different competencies 
that people have to be ef¬ 
fective at in the sales role,” 
says Robertson. 


The second course, pro¬ 
fessional sales manage¬ 
ment, covers “the A 
through Z’s of recruiting, 
compensation, field coach¬ 
ing, sales meetings and 
picking a CRM,” Robertson 
says. “It’s a veiy compre¬ 
hensive program for any¬ 
one that’s in a sales, super¬ 
visor or management 
role.” 

Unlike NorQuest’s cours¬ 
es, the professional sales 


and sales management cer¬ 
tificate isn’t offered online. 
However, Robertson stress¬ 
es the program’s impor¬ 
tance to small business 
owners. 

“When the economy is 
good, salespeople can be 
order-takers,” says Robert¬ 
son. “But when the econo¬ 
my goes south, you can’t 
just be an order-taker any¬ 
more, you have to know 
how to sell.” 



Advance your career with part-time studyi 

The Faculty of Extension has the professional development programs to fit your working life and ambitions 


Business Programs 

Certificates, Citations, Seminars and Short Courses 

JUMP START YOUR CAREER and GET THE EDGE you need in today’s 
competitive workpiece with a University of Aiberta Business Certificate or 
Citation, if you’re iooking for new ideas and skiiis and you need them NOW, 
why not take a business seminar or short course? 

Certificate Programs 

• Management Deveiopment 

• Management Deveiopment for Professionai Engineers, Geoiogists 
and Geophysicists 

• Management Deveiopment for Poiice Services 

• Human Resources Management 

• information Technoiogy Management 

• Security Management 

Citation Programs 

• Supervisory Deveiopment 

• Professionai Saies 

• Business Anaiysis Professionai Citation Program 


Adult & Continuing Education (CAGE) 

The Certificate in Aduit & Continuing Education (CACE) program is designed 
to meet the growing need for formai education and training by deveioping and 
enriching the knowiedge and ievei of competence of those practicing in the 
fieid of aduit education. 

Construction Administration 

Become an effective administrator of construction projects in a wide range 
of sectors in the economy. Whether you work in construction, design, project 
management, manufacturing and suppiy, deveiopment or reai estate, you 
wiii benefit from this appiication of administrative and technicai concepts, 
principies and practices to your roie in the construction fieid. 

Environmental Resource Management 

This certificate program expiores the criticai ideas and deveiopments that 
affect your organization’s environmentai performance. The ERM program 
examines severai areas, inciuding: air, water, and soii processes, environmen¬ 
tai monitoring, biotechnoiogy, instrumentation and experimentai design. 


Occupational Health and Safety 

GET CONNECTED.. .to heaith and safety, it’s good business and a great 
career. This certificate program is designed to heip practitioners from many 
different backgrounds deveiop the competencies needed to be effective in 
the deveiopment, impiementation, and evaiuation of occupationai heaith and 
safety programs and systems in a wide variety of workpiace environments. 

The Occupationai Heaith and Safety Certificate is offered in various iocations 
in Aiberta: in Edmonton (U of A), Caigary (Mount Royai Coiiege), Eort McMurray 
(Keyano Coiiege), at Red Deer Coiiege, and at Grand Prairie Coiiege. 

Join us downtown! 

The Eacuity of Extension is pieased to announce its new, downtown iocation: 
Enterprise Square, at 10230 Jasper Avenue NW. 

The University of Aiberta’s new city centre hub. Enterprise Square is in the 
newiy-renovated, historic Hudson Bay Company buiiding. 

Join us downtown and discover how part-time study can advance your career. 

UNIVERSITY OF 

ALBERTA 

Faculty of Extension § 


To register: 780.492.3109 or 780.492.3116 • For more information: www.extension.ualberta.ca 
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Volunteer opportunities 

You can even acquire some continuing education opportunities and experience through volunteering. 
Visit volunteer.ca/en/volcan/vol-management/con-ed for more information, metro news services 


Demographics 
changing in classes 

More women opting to return to school 


“Older learners are happy to rub 
shoulders with younger people.” 

Anne-Marie Brinsmead 


SUZANNE BOWNESS 

for Metro Canada 


A few years ago, Valentina 
Gal might not have been 
called a typical student. 

Yet the face of continuing 
education has so eclipsed 
the traditional student 
stereotype that Gal — an 
older, blind, divorced 
mother of three grown 
children who already has a 
graduate degree in litera¬ 
ture — fits right in. 

Today Gal takes writing 
courses, where she says 
she derives significant ben¬ 
efits from the fellow stu¬ 
dents she now calls 
friends. “You get a lot of 
different points of view, 
particularly when you 
have fellow students from 
Mauritius, India, and 
Guatemala,” she says. 

Gal says these perspec¬ 
tives help her gain insights 
for her own project to 
write the experiences of 
her Ukrainian immigrant 
parents. Her blindness is 
almost a secondary 
thought, and comes up on¬ 
ly as she describes the 
need to print her work¬ 


shop assignments in 
Braille for herself and reg¬ 
ular type for her sighted 
classmates. 

At McGill University in 
Montreal, continuing edu¬ 
cation co-ordinator and 
public relations instructor 
Elizabeth Hirst sees larger 
numbers of women, as 
well as new university 
graduates who have just 
finished their undergradu¬ 
ate degrees but who are 
looking to applied pro¬ 
grams for more specific 
qualifications to enter the 
job market. 

As an instructor, the 
challenge is to balance this 
growing demographic of 
younger learners looking 
to specialize with the 
growing demographic of 
older learners upgrading 
their skills. Anne-Marie 
Brinsmead, associate pro¬ 
gram director of arts at Ry- 
erson’s G. Raymond Ghang 
School of Gontinuing Edu¬ 


cation in Toronto, has been 
teaching French language 
courses for 20 years. She 
identifies about one third 
of students as Boomers in 
their late forties and fifties 
and two thirds as the 18- to 
25-year-olds of the “echo” 
generation. 

In the classroom, she fa¬ 
cilitates interaction be¬ 
tween these groups by 
pairing older and younger 
students. She credits the 
former with bringing real 
world examples and some¬ 
times even job opportuni¬ 
ties into the classroom as 
they tend to mentor and 
refer younger students to 
positions in the workforce, 
something she now active¬ 
ly encourages. “Older 
learners are happy to rub 
shoulders with younger 
people. And often twenty- 
somethings will say they 
learned so much from old¬ 
er students due to their ap¬ 
plied work experience.” 



Boomers in their late forties and fifties account for about one third of continuing education students. 



ADVENTURE! 

Teach English Overseas 

TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1 - 888 - 270-2941 


Free Infe Seminar Every Tuesday @ 7pm 

Job Guaranteed 
10037-82 Ave. 
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Some continuing education courses on offer in Edmonton 


“ Hip Hop Dance: This class 
offered by Grant MacEwan Col¬ 
lege will provide you with an 
opportunity to learn current 
hip hop dance steps. Some pri¬ 
or dance experience is recom¬ 
mended. $140, non-credit. Bal¬ 
let for Beginners {$150 non¬ 
credit) is also available. Call 
780-497-4303 or e-mail 
philpb(3macewan.ca for more 


information. To register, call 
780-497-5000. 

Canadian Flavours: This 
class offered by The Northern 
Alberta Institute of Technolo¬ 
gy (NAIT) focuses on Canadian 
cooking, which represents a 
blend of different cuisines — 
British, French, and American 
fused together with indige¬ 
nous Canadian techniques 


and ingredients. Through lec¬ 
ture, demonstration, and 
hands-on experience, you will 
learn about Canadian ingredi¬ 
ents and flavour combinations 
and how to make a variety of 
dishes. This $115 course runs 
on May 9, 2009, from 10 a.m.- 
2 p.m. For more, go to nait.ca. 

Writing Your Autobiogra¬ 
phy: This course is designed 


for novice and seasoned writ¬ 
ers who want to record their 
own life stories in autobio¬ 
graphical form. This $255 
open-studies course runs 
from Feb. 23-April 17, 2009, at 
the University of Alberta, Fac¬ 
ulty of Extension. For more, 
call 780-492-3093 or 780-492- 
9448, or visit extension.ual- 
berta.ca. 


iOl 

COLLEGE 


Need training for 
the workpiace? NorQuest can heip 

Choose one of our workplace training programs 

• Facility Services & Management • Apprenticeship Prep • Building Services Worker 
• Transitional Vocational Program • Skills & Employment Training • Specialized Workplace & Safety Training 


Your Quest for 

3 CSrOOr starts here. 


Call 780-644-6000 
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Back to school 

Are you a senior citizen looking to go back to school? Visit seniorsinfo.ca/en/categories/615 
for a list of continuing education opportunities for seniors online. metro news services 
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Opening new eyes 


to the Arctic 



Midnight sun reflects off the face of ridges on the West Coast of Spitsbergen on the morning of Midsummer on June 21,2008, in Longyearbyen, Norway. 



for Metro Canada 


Southerners tend to treat 
the north as a giant freez¬ 
er where we keep our nat¬ 
ural resources, but it’s a vi¬ 
brant, beautiful and 
culturally fascinating 
region, says Dr. Trudy 
Sable of Saint Mary’s Uni¬ 
versity in Halifax. 

Sable teaches The Arctic 
Culture Area, an online 
course offered in co-opera¬ 
tion with the virtual Uni¬ 
versity of the Arctic. It 
joins English-speaking stu¬ 
dents from Canada, Alaska, 
Norway, Greenland, Russia 
and other Arctic regions. 

“The idea is to familiar¬ 
ize students with the vari¬ 
ous circumpolar cultures, 
as well as the environment 
in which they live and the 
challenges of who they are 
throughout the world,” 
Sable says. “You’ve got dif¬ 
ferent government struc¬ 
tures, cultural influences, 
and there are also shared 
environmental factors.” 

The resource-rich north 
has been in the news lately 
as an area of polarizing 


tensions between nations. 
Many occupants of the 
north, like Laplanders and 
the Inuit, have traditional 
homelands stretching be¬ 
yond modern national 
boundaries. “If you look at 
it from prehistoric to his¬ 
toric times, you have to 
look at all those border is¬ 
sues that have grown up,” 
Sable says. “Most of the 


“It really is eye- 
opening to realize 
it’s not this big 
blank space up 
there.” Dr. Trudy Sable 

curriculum up in the north 
is southern, so this is a 


great way to transcend 
those barriers. 1 do a lot of 
work with the Innu First 
Nations in Labrador, and so 
I’m really aware of the 
huge amount of activity, 
from mining to develop¬ 
ment to forestry and so on. 

“It’s phenomenally beau¬ 
tiful,” she says of the 
north. “You’ve got this 
tremendous, fragile eco¬ 


logical system that really 
needs to be protected. Of 
course, everybody’s look¬ 
ing to it for gas and natural 
resources now, and that’s 
scary.” 

Plans are afoot to create 
a northern university in 
Canada, as it is the only 
Arctic country without 
one. 

There are similarities 


among northern cultures, 
but there are huge differ¬ 
ences between coastal and 
inland people, as well as 
between countries due to 
language and histoiy. 

“It really is eye-opening 
to realize it’s not this big 
blank space up there,” 
Sable laughs. “It’s amazing 
how much takes place up 
there.” 
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Number of asthma cases inflated 

Some 30 per cent of adult Canadians diagnosed with asthma do not actually have the 
disease, University of Ottawa research suggests, torstar news service 


Health 


EDITOR: ANN-MARIE COLACINO, ANN-MARIE.COLACINO^METRONEWS.CA 


Have a helping of mighty capers 

Having a steak or burger? Add a sprinkling of capers. An Italian study pub¬ 
lished in the Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry found that capers 
contain isothio-cyanates, compounds that are thought to help protect 
against cancer. Capers, the pickled buds of a Mediterranean flower, are es¬ 
pecially good for people whose meals are rich in fats and red meats, say re¬ 
searchers from the University of Palermo. best health magazine 



Avoid spreading tooth decay 



A mother can transmit germs that could lead to tooth decay by 
licking a spoon and then using it to feed her baby. 


Parents should be wary of bacteria in their mouths 


Tips for parents 


CELIA MILNE 

for Metro Canada 


You may not realize it, 
but your mouth contains 
bacteria that can spread 
to your children and 
harm their teeth. 

That is one of the mes¬ 
sages in a new campaign re¬ 
cently launched by the On¬ 
tario Dental Association. 

“Only nine per cent of 
the public realizes that 
tooth decay is an infectious 
illness,” says Dr. Ian Mc- 
Connachie, past president 
of the Ontario Dental Asso¬ 
ciation and a pediatric den¬ 
tist in Nepean, Ont. “They 
don’t realize it can spread 
from person to person or 


within the mouth.” 

Tooth decay is caused by 
bacteria. These germs don’t 
exist in babies’ mouths 
when they are born, but 
can be transmitted to them, 
“usually from mom,” says 
McConnachie. For instance, 
before putting the soother 
in her baby’s mouth, she 
licks it. Or she licks a spoon 
and then uses it to feed the 
baby. Once in the baby’s 
mouth, the bacteria grow 
and eventually cause tooth 
decay. 

“We are seeing tooth de¬ 
cay in children rising at a 
rapid rate,” says Mc¬ 
Connachie. For over 25 
years, rates of tooth decay 
in North America had been 
declining, but in the last 


There are some measures par¬ 
ents should take to avoid 
tooth decay in children: 

• If your baby sleeps with a 
sippy cup, fill it only with wa¬ 
ter. 

• Look at your child's teeth. 
Watch for lines, spots or 
changes in colour, which could 
be signs of decay. 

five to 10 years, they have 
started to creep back up, he 
says. In some regions, more 
than half of kids have cavi¬ 
ties by the age of five. 

To prevent tooth decay, 
children should begin see¬ 
ing a dentist regularly be- 


• Change your child's tooth¬ 
brush every one to three 
months or after an illness. 

• Do not share spoons, cups, 
food and toothbrushes. 

• Do not lick your baby's 
soother. 

• Help your child brush his or 
her teeth. 

CELIA MILNE/FOR METRO CANADA 


fore their first birthday, ac¬ 
cording to the ODA. Dental 
health programs provided 
by the government should 
target preschool kids, says 
McConnachie, instead of 
waiting until children al¬ 
ready have tooth problems. 





HA, Hyaluronic Acid, is naturally produced by our bodies, 
appearing in all the connective tissues. 

HA enables the body tissues to have ^ 
resiliency and to move without 
friction. As we age, our levels of 
HA continually decline leaving our 
joints and skin vulnerable to damage. 




LOrgani i^ 


SUPER HI-POTENa 

HA-.SOQ 

For Youthful Skin & Joints 

, Hyaluronic Acid 
CAcide Hyaluroniq^ 


Adding HA-300 

supplement to your diet will help to 
improve joint lubrication as well as 
add needed moisture to your skin. 

Available in 90 capsules, 180 capsules and 360 capsules, 
off all 3 sizes! 


OPTIMUM Health / Edmonton, Alberta 
Sherwood Park 780-467-6650 
Oliver Square 780-452-5705 
South Edmonton 780-432-5464 

dSadfewnite visit us online www.optimumhealthvitamins.com 


Dating for a good cause 



Josey 

Vogels 


/h 


Sex talk with Josey 


The J Spot 


-his time of year 

tends to bring out 
our charitable side. 
And these days, it 
seems, one can do 
anything to raise money 
for a good cause. Even date. 

The Vancity Bachelor 
has vowed to donate 
$5,000 to a local charity in 
the name of the person 
who introduces him to his 
future wife. The Vancouver 
man, who wishes to re¬ 
main publicly anon 5 mious, 
is apparently a successful 
career man (he cites his de¬ 
votion to his career as one 
of the reasons he is still sin¬ 
gle) who is ready to settle 
down and start a family. He 
frowns upon nightclubs 
and dating services as ways 
to meet the love of his life 
and instead is willing to en¬ 
ter into an e-mail corre¬ 
spondence (vancitybache- 
lor@gmail.com) with any 
interested parties to deter¬ 
mine if there is enough of 
a connection to start dat¬ 
ing. 

Donating to charity isn’t 
the only way one can date 
conscientiously. A recent 



A recent article argued for the need of a “date local” movement 
to reverse the carbon print caused by long-distance romance. 


article at Slate.com argued 
for the need to create a 
“date local” movement to 
reverse the carbon foot¬ 
print caused by long-dis¬ 
tance romance. Just as the 
local food movement en¬ 
courages us to eat only 
what is produced within a 
100-mile radius of our 
homes, the article encour¬ 
aged people to start think¬ 
ing in terms of “sex miles” 
(the distance someone trav¬ 
els to hook up with you) 
and date sustainably by be¬ 
coming a “locasexual.” 

If you must date long dis¬ 
tance, you can at least do 
what a friend of mine does 
when she travels to Dallas 
to see a guy she met on¬ 
line. When she books Air 
Canada, she pays $6.40 for 
the airline’s carbon foot¬ 
print offset option. When 
she gets a better deal 
through another airline. 


she goes to zerofoot- 
printnet and calculates 
what her carbon footprint 
is for her trip and then pur¬ 
chases offsets at the site’s 
ZeroFootprint Carbon 
Shop. 

But why stop at dating? 
You can also make your sex 
life more environmentally 
friendly. 

Toronto-based sex shop 
Come As You Are {comeasy- 
ouare.com) favours manu¬ 
facturers who provide fair 
wages for their workers 
and use manufacturing 
processes that have less 
negative environmental 
impact. 

With a little conscious 
effort, dating and sex can 
feel good in a whole new 
way 


Josey Vogels is a sex and relationship colum¬ 
nist and author of five books on the subjects. 
For more info, visitjoseyvogels.com. 
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Twilight sequel in the works 

Actor Rob Pattinson has reportedly confirmed there will be a sequel to vampire love story Twilight, and he will star in the epic. 
Producers want to capitalize on Twilight's success, by turning Meyer's second book. New Moon, into a follow-up film, imdb.com 



Entertainment 



No Doubt tour 


No Doubt (front woman Gwen 
Stefani, left) is getting back 
together for a tour in 2009 as the 
band puts the finishing touches 
on its first studio album in 
j seven years. bbc news online | 


EDITOR: TINA COSTANZA, TINA.COSTANZA^METRONEWS.CA 


Woman in red 

U.S. political shift has Ani DiFranco smiling 


Red Letter Year is the latest CD from Grammy winner Ani DiFranco. 


ROB MCMAHON 

for Metro Canada 


For Ani DiFranco — and as 
she describes it, much of 
New Orleans — it’s been a 
Red Letter Year. 

DiFranco, who’s just re¬ 
leased an album of that 
name and moved to the 
Big Easy, described neigh¬ 
bours congregating on 
streets and popping cham¬ 
pagne bottles after the re¬ 
cent presidential election. 

“There’s this incredible 
feeling, people are so full 
of joy and hope ... 1 tear up 
when 1 think about it,” said 
DiFranco. 

The political situation is 
just one reason the eclectic 
punk-folk artist is grin¬ 
ning. She’s now a mother, 
with little Petah Lucia serv¬ 
ing as a muse. Her partner 


and co-producer Mike 
Napolitano adds new lay¬ 
ers to her poetic lyrics and 
rh 5 Thmic compositions, 
bringing in instruments 
like a vibraphone and 
marimba, and committing 
what DiFranco jokingly 
calls the “blasphemy of 
blasphemies”: Muting the 
guitar on beat-heavy tracks 
like Smiling Under. 

While DiFranco is no 
stranger to creative con¬ 
flict — an esthetic reflect¬ 
ed in her resolutely DfY 
ethos, her trademark slap- 
strum guitar and her will¬ 
ingness to self-reflexively 
tackle political issues in 
her lyrics — this year finds 
her a lot more chilled-out. 
From the mellow dedica¬ 
tion to her daughter Pres¬ 
ent/Infant to the raucous, 
horn-heavy closer Red Let¬ 
ter Year Reprise, DiFranco 


sounds happy. Could be 
the gumbo: She described 
New Orleans as vibrantly 
alive, despite ongoing lack¬ 
adaisical government re¬ 
sponse to the devastation 
of Hurricane Katrina. 

“A lot of people are re¬ 
building by pulling them¬ 
selves up with their own 
bootstraps, and in a lot of 
areas of town — the most 
devastated areas — noth¬ 
ing has improved.” 

That said, DiFranco re¬ 
mains an optimistic ac¬ 
tivist, and not just politi¬ 
cally. New distribution 
tools like the Internet help 
independent musicians, 
but accompany an explo¬ 
sion of touring bands that 
can no longer rely on 
record sales, leading to 
more competition for ven¬ 
ue space. But the self-de¬ 
scribed ‘tour warrior’ wel¬ 


comes the challenge — 
and the chance to continue 
building community 
through music. 

“There’s nothing that ap¬ 
proximates the experience 
of having hope and getting 
together with people and 


experiencing each other — 
hearing live music for real. 
That’s how 1 built my ca¬ 
reer,” she said. “1 don’t 
know the future of the mu¬ 
sic industry, but 1 do think 
that social interaction will 
triumph.” 


Boy George 
goes to trial 

PEOPLE Singer Boy George 
handcuffed a male escort 
to the wall of his London 
home after accusing him 
of hacking into his 
computer, a court heard 
yesterday at the start of 
his trial on false imprison¬ 
ment charges. 

The former Culture Club 
frontman, being tried un¬ 
der his real name George 
O’Dowd, made contact 
with 29-year-old Audun 
Carlsen over the Internet 
and the pair arranged to 
meet for a pornographic 

photo shoot. REUTERS 


In brief 


MUSIC Missing Manic Street 
Preachers guitarist and song¬ 
writer Richey Edwards has 
been declared as presumed 
dead, 13 years after he disap¬ 
peared. “There has been a 
change in his legal status,'' said 
a spokesman for the Welsh 
rock band, adding that his par¬ 
ents had been granted a court 
order to that effect. reuters 



Fielder-Civil loses appeal 


PEOPLE The husband 
of British soul 
singer Amy 
Winehouse lost a 
High Court appeal 
yesterday against a 
27-month jail 
sentence for attack¬ 
ing a pub landlord Fielder-CiviT 
in 2006 and then 
trying to cover it up. 

Blake Fielder-Civil’s legal 
challenge was rejected by 



the Court of Appeal 
in London. 

“1 am disappoint¬ 
ed but not really 
surprised,” he said 
after the hearing. 

Fielder-Civil was 
released on parole 
last month after 
spending around a 
year in prison on condition 
he checked into a drug re¬ 
habilitation centre, reuters 
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- Jeffrey Lyons, “REEL TALK7NBC TV 
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MJ avoids court showdown: Pop star Michael Jackson 
has reached a last-minute settlement in his court case 
against a sheik of Bahrain, e! news online 


DVD picks 



Hancock 

Director: Peter Burg 
Rating: PG-13 


ROUSED from his alco¬ 
holic stupor to stop a 
high-speed chase on a Los 
Angeles freeway, grumpy 
superhero John Hancock 
(Will Smith) causes nearly 
$10 million in property 
damage. The city’s grati¬ 
tude is muted by com¬ 
plaints that his cure for 
crime could push L.A. into 
penury. Thanks for noth¬ 
ing, man! 

All of which makes Han¬ 
cock one of the most real¬ 
istic and stimulating su¬ 
perhero movies in a long 
while, until it slams into a 
brick wall about an hour 
into its 92-minute run. 

Hancock, who is like Su¬ 
perman with bad man¬ 
ners and a major attitude. 


isn’t the least bit contrite 
or polite. But things 
change after Hancock 
saves public relations im¬ 
age-maker Ray Embrey 
(Jason Bateman) from a 
fatal collision with a 
train. Ray sees Hancock as 
a rough gem in need of 
some polishing, which he 
intends to provide. 

Hancock is still worth 
seeing, if only for a 
glimpse of what might 
have been a truly innova¬ 
tive idea. As it is, the 
movie is as rough around 
the edges as Will Smith’s 
ham-fisted hero. 

Available in various dig¬ 
ital denominations, with 
extras that include an ex¬ 
tended director’s cut, and 
behind-the-scenes looks at 
the stuntwork and CGI 
wizardry. 

Fred Clause 

Director: David Dobkin 
Rating: PG 

‘‘YOU can’t a-fool a-me!” 
Chico Marx once told 
brother Groucho, comical¬ 
ly and contractually speak¬ 
ing. “There ain’t no sanity 
clause!” 

Yes, but sadly there is 
Fred Claus, a holiday 
movie letdown similarly 


lacking in logic. It sense¬ 
lessly dims an idea that 
should shine as brightly as 
Rudolph’s nose. 

It’s the high-concept 
joke about what might 
happen if Santa Claus (Paul 
Giamatti) had a trouble¬ 
some older brother named 
Fred (Vince Vaughn) who 
resented his younger sib¬ 
ling’s success, happiness 
and maternal devotion. 

Vaughn immediately 
demonstrates why he’s all 
wrong for a role in a movie 
aimed at kids. Working as 
a Chicago repo man, repos¬ 
sessing a young girl’s TV 
set, he launches into a 
machine-gun volley of 
verbiage. Kevin Spacey 
also chews the pine 
cones in his villainous 
role. 

Then there’s the ham- 
fisted direction of David 
Dobkin (Wedding Crash¬ 
ers) and knuckle-dragging 
humour of screenwriter 
Dan Fogelman (Cars). Far 
from being a new Christ¬ 
mas classic, this is a tale 
you’ll never want to hear 
told again. 

The highly unnecessary 
extras include a director’s 
commentary and 25 min¬ 
utes of additional scenes. 
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Legal Seagal 

Action star Steven Seagal is to take part in a new reality series which will chronicle his little-known role as a police officer in 
Louisiana. Seagal has been a fully commissioned deputy at the state's Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office for the last 20 years, imdb.com 
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IntelleVision makes amends 

Another recent Variety article 
(compares) the networks to 
the Big Three auto manu¬ 
facturers, finally reaping the 
whirlwind of a downturn that 
everyone saw coming/’ 


DON’T SHOOT THE MES¬ 
SENGER: Yesterday’s col¬ 
umn on CTV’s recent woes 
ended up feeling like an 
argument at a dinner par¬ 
ty, right down to the hurt 
feelings and regrets, and 
the half-hearted apology 
the next day after the 
wine hangover wore off. 

An e-mail from the net¬ 
work is prompting the lat¬ 
ter though, like the din¬ 
ner party fracas, it proba¬ 
bly won’t satisfy every¬ 
one. 

Susanne Boyce is CTV’s 
president, creative, con¬ 
tent and channels; 
Suzanne Boyd is the one¬ 
time editor of Flare, the 
fashion magazine. Writ¬ 
ing in haste made me con¬ 
fuse one with the other, 
which gives you some 
idea of the mnemonic 
wasteland that too many 
years in the media can 
leave in their wake — mea 
culpa. 

And the reason that 
three recently cancelled 
ABC shows (Eli Stone, 
Pushing Daisies, Dirty 
Sexy Money) don’t show 
up on CTV’s website is be¬ 
cause they were on A 
Channel, the network’s 


IntelleVision 


Rick M 

McGinnis ^ 



rick.mcginnis( 3 metronews.ca 


kid sister channel in the 
CTVglobemedia family 
tree, though in the end 
the difference simply 
boils down to separate 
columns in the media con¬ 
glomerate’s spreadsheets. 
Mea sorta culpa, in other 
words. 

The e-mail pointed out 
that CTV’s main competi¬ 
tion, Global, has been suf¬ 
fering more from can¬ 
celled U.S. series (My Own 
Worst Enemy, The Ex List) 
and underperforming 
onetime hits (Heroes, 
Prison Break). Which is 
true, but it doesn’t dimin¬ 
ish the undeniable fact 
that network prime time 
is experiencing an annus 
horribilus, just after a 
couple of consecutive an¬ 
nus bringdowns, and as a 
prelude to what looks like 
an annus craptacular. 

CTV still retains its No. 
1 status, but as a recent 


Variety article pointed 
out, total viewership in 
Canada is down, and the 
network is sharing the 18- 
to-24 demographic neatly 
with Global, the competi¬ 
tion, which still has 
House and Survivor. 

CTV will probably keep 
the upper hand thanks to 
So You Think You Can 
Dance and Canadian Idol 
in its U.S. and Canadian it¬ 
erations, but this is the on¬ 
ly sort of TV where you 
can rely on strong, easily 
measurable morning-after 
ratings: Shows that play 
“live,” instead of encour¬ 
aging difficult-to-measure 
delayed DVR viewing or 
streaming views on net¬ 
work websites. 

Another recent Variety ar¬ 


ticle paints an even bleaker 
picture, comparing the net¬ 
works to the Big Three auto 
manufacturers, finally reap¬ 
ing the whirlwind of a 
downturn that everyone 
saw coming. 

Viewership in the 18 to 
49 demographic has fallen 
a further 13 per cent this 
year so far, and the num¬ 
bers that make a show a 
hit would have been 
mediocre a few years ago. 

“How low can they go?” 
the Variety piece asks. 
“And at what point can 
the networks no longer 
monetize ratings that 
don’t look much better 
than cable?” 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, movies, 
books and television, but not opera. 


Roxy members 
pursue solo work 

MUSIC As work continues 
on a new studio album by 
Roxy Music, various mem¬ 
bers of the pioneering 
British rock band are pur¬ 
suing solo ventures. 

Roxy saxophonist and 
oboe player Andy Mackay 
launched his new band, 
the Metaphors, with a Lon¬ 
don performance at the Pi- 
galle Club last week. 

Featuring Roxy drum¬ 
mer Paul Thompson and 
former bassist Gaiy Tibbs 
with vocalist Hazel Mills, 
among others, the band 
played tracks from its in¬ 
strumental album London! 
Paris! New York! Rome!, 
due for worldwide release 
Feb. 22. 

Meanwhile, Roxy gui¬ 
tarist Phil Manzanera’s 
new album. Firebird VI1, 
was released in the U.K. on 
Nov. 10, the same day as 
the career retrospective. 
Music 1972-2008. 

That package, which 
comprises two CDs and a 
DVD, offers Roxy tracks, se¬ 
lections from previous solo 
albums and other items, 
while the DVD has live per¬ 
formances at various 
events and the documen¬ 
tary Revolution to Roxy. 

REUTERS 


Tribeca film test 
looks to Qatar 

FILM New York’s Tribeca 
Film Festival, founded by 
actor Robert De Niro, plans 
to stage a new festival in 
the Gulf Arab state of 
Qatar next year. 

Created as a way to reju¬ 
venate lower Manhattan 
after the 2001 al-Qaida at¬ 
tacks, Tribeca has become 
a showcase for internation¬ 
al films with a political 
edge, and organizers said 
the Tribeca Film Festival 
Doha would do the same. 

“We hope that film will 
not only be used as a form 
of entertainment at 
Tribeca Film Festival Doha 
but play a role in bridging 
cultures closer together,” 
De Niro said in a state¬ 
ment. The first festival will 
take place in November 
2009 at the new Museum 
of Islamic Art and at cine¬ 
mas across the Qatari capi¬ 
tal of Doha. 

“The festival will include 
... outdoor screenings to 
movies for children, from 
documentaries to new Hol¬ 
lywood releases and from 
independent films to 
showcases of the very best 
works by Arab filmmak¬ 
ers,” said a Qatar Museums 
Authority spokesman. 

REUTERS 
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Tyra’s show to slim down 

Tyra Banks is facing a raft of cuts to her daily show, as U.S. networks feel the pinch of the global economic downturn. The Tyra 
Banks Show is to move to the CW network's afternoon slot and will see the production schedule cut to reduce costs, imdb.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Jolie pleased to be aging 


BEAUTY Angelina Jolie only 
started to be happy with 
the way she looked when 
she became a mother be¬ 
cause it gave her face more 
character, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

The actress and 
her partner Brad 
Pitt have adopted 
Maddox, 7, Pax, 4, 
and Zahara, 3,^ " 
and biological 
children Shiloh, 

2, and baby 
twins Knox and 
Vivienne. 

And it was on¬ 
ly when 
welcomed 
the twins 
that Jolie 
began to 



appreciate her appearance. 

“1 know this is going to 
sound corny, but 1 first be¬ 
came happy with the way 1 
look when 1 became a 
mother. There’s this idea 
that beauty is when 
someone does your 
hair and puts a lot 
of makeup on 
you and sticks 
your face on the 
cover of a maga¬ 
zine. Is that 
I beauty?” she 
tells Britain's 
You magazine. 
Jolie is pleased 
she is getting 
older, be- 
^ cause 
she is 
look¬ 


ing more like her late 
mother, Marcheline 

Bertrand, who died last 
year from cancer. 

“You know what is beau¬ 
tiful? My mom. She was 
beautiful to me, and 1 look 
more like my mom as 1 get 
older,” Jolie adds. “Some¬ 
thing else comes out of 
you when you become a 
parent and, as you get old¬ 
er, you start to see more 
character in your face. 
Now, when 1 look at my¬ 
self, 1 just see somebody at 
peace, and 1 see a mom, 
and 1 see my own relatives 
in my face — and that’s a 
kind of beauty that exists 
for everybody and doesn’t 
disappear.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Madonna trying to coax Spears back 


RELIGION Madonna has of¬ 
fered Britney Spears full 
use of her New York home 
in a bid to tempt her back 
into her Kabbalah religion, 
according to reports. 

The pop star is allegedly 
keen to get Spears back in¬ 
to studying the ancient 
faith, an off-shoot of Ju¬ 
daism, femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. Spears reportedly 
turned her back on Kabbal¬ 
ah after giving birth to sec¬ 
ond son Jayden James in 
2006, when she declared, 
“1 no longer study Kabbal¬ 


ah. My baby is my reli¬ 
gion.” 

A source tells Britain’s 
The Mail on Sunday, 
“Madonna is deter¬ 
mined she can ^ 
get Britney/ 
back into ^ 

Kabbal¬ 
ah. She 
has of-i 
fered 
her a 
suite of/^ 
rooms at" 
her 

apartment I 



in New York and has told 
Britney she is her surro¬ 
gate mother. Britney used 
to wear the red Kabbalah 
bracelet and read the 
books Madonna gave her 
and she is thinking about 
giving it another chance.” 
A spokesman for Spears 
has refused to dismiss 
the reports, saying, 
“Britney wouldn’t really 
comment on that, it’s 
just a case of wait and 
see what happens.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Fox doesn’t think 
of herself as foxy 

BEAUTY Transformers star 
Megan Fox, 22, was recent¬ 
ly voted Sexiest Woman in 
the World by FHM maga¬ 
zine, but she is 
unconvinced by the praise. 
“1 don’t think I’m a sexy, 
beautiful woman,” Fox 
^l^tells G(i 
l^^*magazine. “1 look 
f ^ T’like Ted Nugent 
[ in a black wig.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Wood moves on to Gordon-Levitt? 



RELATIONSHIPS Actress Evan 
Rachel Wood has sparked 
reports she’s moved on 
from her romance with 
rocker Marilyn Manson af¬ 
ter she was spotted^ 
in the arms of actor^ 
Joseph Gordon- 
Levitt in Los Ange-y 
les, imdb.com re¬ 
ports. 

Wood and Gor-J 
don-Levitt ap-| 
peared together! 
recently at thej 



Hamilton Behind the Cam¬ 
era Awards. According to 
the National Enquirer, 
Wood has ignited a new 
love affair. 

“This thing with Joseph 
has come out of nowhere,” 
a source says. “They’ve tak¬ 
en everyone by surprise.” 

Manson, 39, and Wood, 
21, began dating in De¬ 
cember 2006. They an¬ 
nounced their breakup 
earlier this month. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Stewart putting 
school on hold 

EDUCATION Actress Kristen 
Stewart has put her 
dreams of attending a 
prestigious American uni¬ 
versity on hold because 
she has “an authority 
issue,” imdb.com reports. 

The 18-year-old Twilight 
star has yet to finish her 
high school studies, since 
her acting career has sky¬ 
rocketed with attention 
from the new vampire 
film. 

“It’s sort of 

embarrassing but I’m fin¬ 
ishing my last year of high 
school,” she says. “It’s 
been a bit of a rough road. 
I'm entirely self-indulgent 
and 1 put things off so 1 
just took a little longer but 
it's OK. 1 have a bit of an 
authority issue. I’ve grown 
up saying, yes. I’m going 
to get to an Ivy League (pri¬ 
vate university). 1 definite¬ 
ly have a future in academ¬ 
ics, it’s just not a really 
conventional 
one. 1 don’t 
know what hap¬ 
pened but I'm 
ing to do my 
own thing for 
a while.” 

METRO NEWS 

services! 

Paltrow nets six- 
figure paycheque 

SPOKESPERSON Actress 
Gwyneth Paltrow has 
scooped a six-figure 
paycheque after signing 
on as the spokesperson for 
American Express credit 
cards, imdb.com reports. 

Paltrow will feature in a 
series of new 
advertisements to 
promote the financial 
firm, adding to her portfo¬ 
lio as the face of cosmetics 
giant Estee Lauder and 
fashion house Tod’s. 

The exact sum of money 
’owwill 
ive for the pro- 

J ion has not 

•een disclosed. 

. 




METRO NEWS 


Heidi, Spencer elope 


WEDDING Reality TV stars 
Heidi Montag and Spencer 
Pratt have eloped. The usu¬ 
ally publicity-hungry cou¬ 
ple, who rose to 
fame on the MTV 
series The Hills, 
tied the knot dur¬ 
ing a secret cere¬ 


mony in Mexico. Montag 
confirmed the news to 
PerezHilton.com, saying, 
“The minute we said our 
vows, 1 couldn’t stop 
crying.” 

NED EHRBAR/ 
METRO WORLD NEWS 


Hudson’s shoe addiction 


FASHION Kate Hudson owns 
“more than 400 pairs of 
shoes,” femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

The actress reportedly 
finds it difficult to restrain 
herself when she sees 
footwear she wants to buy 
and consequently has a 
wardrobe full 
of pumps. 

“Fm a to¬ 
tal shopa¬ 
holic! I’ve 
tried to 
stop, but 1 
love 
clothes 
and fash¬ 
ion way 



too much! 1 probably own 
more than 400 pairs of 
shoes. That’s a lot, isn’t it?" 
Hudson says. 

Hudson, who has a four- 
year-old son, Ryder, with 
ex-husband Chris Robin¬ 
son, also revealed she 
thinks it is unfair when 
people think a woman’s 
sexiness departs when she 
becomes a mother. 

“Hey, single moms can 
still be sexy!” she adds. 
“You just do the best you 
can. I think any mother, 
working or not, should 
take a little time out every 
day to be themselves.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Moss fuming after cancellation 


GOSSIP Supermodel 
Moss was left fuming 
past week after flying 
in to New York for a 
modelling job —^ 
only to discover the i 
shoot had been can¬ 
celled at the last'J 
minute, imdb.com 
reports. 

Moss arrived at 
JFK airport last 
week when she 


Kate was told the job for fash- 
this ion monthly W magazine 
had been scrapped. “She 
wasn’t veiy happy at all,” a 
^source says. 

^ W magazine editors 
were reportedly 

charged with the 
$11,840 US bill for 
Moss’ first-class 

flights. 

METRO NEWS 
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Coffee 
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wake up and smell the free coffee. 


try any size for FREE from 5 am -10 am. 



Offer valid from 5am - 10am at participating McDonald’s® restaurants in Alberta, for a limited time only. 
LIMIT ONE COFFEE PER CUSTOMER, PER VISIT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. NO CASH VALUE. ©2008 McDonald's. 




























Tuesday, November 25,2008 
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Today < Wednesday Thursday 

Partly cloudy Mainly sunny i X Partly cloudy 

5 ^- 5 " 1 ^- 8 ^ 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 




BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 


entertainment 27 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Attempt, in basketball 

32 Gratuity 

5 Condo, for instance 

33 Catching sight of 

9 Parcel of land 

35 Scoff 

12 Franc replacement 

36 MPs’ quarry 

13 Wounded 

37 Actress Halle 

14 Commotion 

38 Bust 

15 Site maintainer 

40 Shopper’s need 

17 Affirmative action? 

42 Last (Abbr.) 

18 Grow weary 

43 White gypsum 

19 Large 

48 “A pox upon thee!’ 

21 Shaving tool 

49 Honeycomb 

24 Elite alternative 

compartment 

25 Teensy bit 

50 Vicinity 

26 Sit-ins and such 

51 Supporting 

30 Anderson’s “High —” 

52 Gopher’s hideout 

31 Glistened 

53 Create 


Crossword down 


1 Stitch 

2 Coloration 

3 Sphere 

4 Long, narrow drum 

5 “Back in the —” 

6 Staff member? 

7 Rage 

8 Wood eater 

9 York adversaiy 

10 Smell 

11 — list (agenda) 

16 Melody 

20 Blackjack part 

21 “Phooey!” 

22 On 

23 Persian prophet 

24 Vintage video game 


26 Dr. McGraw 

27 Director Howard 

28 Layer 

29 Agile 
31 Belly 

34 Pair 

35 Stuff tossed overboard 

37 Support system? 

38 Enthusiast 

39 Hodgepodge 

40 Shout 

41 Skilled 

44 Zodiac cat 

45 La-la lead-in 

46 “A mouse!” 

47 “Norma —” 


PREVIOUS DArS CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Rice Cakes with 

Mushroom-Walnut 

Sauce 

CAKE INGREDIENTS: 

1/2 cup (125 mL) uncooked 
long-grain rice 

1/4 cup (50 mL) finely chopped 
yellow onion 

1/4 cup (50 mL) finely chopped 
green, red or yellow pepper 
1/4 cup (50 mL) seasons fine 
dry bread crumbs 

1 large egg, lightly beaten 
1/8 tsp (0.5 mL) ground 
cayenne pepper 

2 tbsp (25 mL) vegetable oil 
SAUCE: 

1 tbsp (15 mL) butter or 
margarine 

1 cup (250 mL) sliced fresh 
mushrooms 

1/4 cup (50 mL) finely sliced 
scallions with tops 

2 tbsp (25 mL) all-purpose flour 
1/4 tsp (1 mL) salt 

1/8 tsp (0.5 mL) black pepper 
1 cup (250 mL) low-sodium 
beef broth 

1/4 cup (50 mL) chopped wal¬ 
nuts, toasted 

METHOD: 

1 . For rice cakes, in a medium¬ 


sized pot, cook rice according 
to package directions, 
omitting butter. Stir in onion, 
green pepper, bread crumbs, 
egg and ground cayenne. 

Shape mixture into 4 patties. 
Cover and refrigerate 1 hour. 

2 . In a non-stick skillet, heat oil 
over moderate heat. Cook pat¬ 
ties 3 minutes per side or until 
golden. Transfer patties to a 
platter and keep warm. 

3 . For sauce, in a medium-sized 
pot, melt butter over moderate 
heat. Add mushrooms and 
scallions; cook 3 minutes. Stir 
in flour, salt and black pepper. 
Cook 1 minute. Stir in beef 
broth. Cook, stirring, for 5 
minutes or until thickened. 

Stir in walnuts. Serve sauce 
over patties. SERVES 2 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor 
nation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 



Chatting with a special person 
is the highlight of the day. Too 
much activity may create dis¬ 
sension. You have a date with 
destiny. 


TAURUS 
APRIL 21-MAY 21 




Don’t shy away from the good 
times. An old friend forgives all 
mistakes. Push comes to shove 
in a relationship issue. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 



Scandalous things will happen. 
It won’t be easy to communi¬ 
cate with an important person. 
Decency and humility result in 
a good conscience. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



Accept responsibility for your 
harsh words. Help somebody to 
beheve in miracles. A free spirit 
reveals the best of human na¬ 


ture. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


Share your dreams with a 
youthful person. A powerful ro¬ 
mantic attraction is growing. 
An obstinate man gets feisty at 
work. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Make someone go wild with 
joy. A relative makes a mysteri¬ 
ous remark. A younger person 
will give good advice. 


LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

You’ll be in the right place 
right on time. A former friend 
apologizes for a hasty farewell. 
Give generously to a poverty- 
stricken person. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 V||L/ 

Don’t fall for a con artist. A dull 
ache reminds you of a defunct 
relationship. Resolve to avoid 
inconsiderate people. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Be strong in the face of some¬ 
one’s denial. Take care of busi¬ 
ness as soon as possible. Good 
news is received. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 vjy 

Relationship expectations need 
to be discussed. Don’t com¬ 
plain about a loss of independ¬ 
ence. A relative makes an offen¬ 
sive suggestion. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

It’s too late to turn away from a 
plan now. Take someone’s 
breath away with a true stoiy. 
Trust that your finances will re- 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Take the honourable way out 
of a difficult situation. Don’t 
settle for second best. Noise 
problems will be aggravating. 


TELL METRO READERS 

WHAT YOU THINK 

•W.wmmmim 

Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 

Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 

Email your letters to 

edmontonletters@metronews.ca 


metr® 

Do it daily. 


This day in history 

NOV. 25,1703: The Great Storm of 1703, the greatest windstorm 
ever recorded in the southern part of Great Britain, reaches its 
peak intensity which it maintams through Nov. 27. Winds gust up 
to 120 mph, and 9,000 people perish in the mighty gale. 

NOV. 25,1839: A cyclone slams India with high winds and a 40- 
foot storm surge, destroying the port city of Coringa (never to be 
entirely rebuilt again). The wave sweeps inland, taking with it 
20,000 ships and thousands of people. An estimated 300,000 died. 
NOV. 25,1867: Alfred Nobel patents dynamite. 

NOV 25,1963: U.S. President John F. Kennedy is buried at Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery. metro news services 


WORDY GURDY^ TRICKY RICKY KANE 

1. Most superior merry prrmk (1) p'W O?T 

--- 1 -^--- 1 pairot words (like r A1 CAl 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Have an odor that is peachy-keen (1) they will fit in the letter 

1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 --r —1 - 1 - 1 - 1 squares. Tlie number after the 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 definition tells vou how manv 

3. Wine fruit contour (1) syllables in each word. 

r 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

4. QB Favre’s NY football team (1) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 

5. Sweet-talker to a barn-and-silo man (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6. Being a waiter for composer Berlin (2) 

1 M 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 

7. Author Norman’s U-Haul attachments (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

SHaqivHX SHa^Ivw t omiahi ONLiAHas a aawavHO aawava *fi 
sxar sxxaaa aavHS advao s aaaALS aaaws z xsar xsaa i 

saaAVSMV 



















































































































































































































































GOING TO 

WORK? 

MAKE SURE 

MONEY 
IS TOO. 

For a limited time, earn an extra 1% 
interest^ on top of HSBC's already 
high rates on new money deposited 
into a High Rate Savings Account as 
of November 24, 2008. 

Visit your local HSBC branch, 
call 1-888-310-4722 or click 
hsbc.ca/taxfree to supersize 
your savings. 

HSBC^X^ 

The world's local bank 


Issued by HSBC Bank Canada 

^You will earn 1% bonus interest on top of our High Rate Savings Account interest rate on any new monies deposited into your High Rate Savings Account (up to $500,000) during the promotional period of 
November 24, 2008 to March 16, 2009 from the day new monies are deposited. This promotion may be amended, extended or cancelled at the sole discretion of HSBC at any time, without prior notice. ^Specific terms and 
conditions apply. The 1% bonus interest will be applicable on any new monies transferred in from your High Rate Savings Account to your High Rate TFSA for the remainder of the Promotional Period. Please see your 
local HSBC branch for details, visit hsbc.ca/taxfree or call 1-888-310-4722. This promotion may be amended, extended or cancelled at the sole discretion of HSBC at any time, without prior notice. 



BONUS 


Grow your savings even faster with 
a Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA) 

Open a TFSA High Rate Savings Account 
today. Beginning January 2nd, 2009, you 
can transfer up to $5,000 in new money 
from your High Rate Savings Account to 
your TFSA High Rate Savings Account, 
plus keep the 1% bonus interest rate.^ 
With every penny earning bonus interest 
and the income earned on your savings 
tax-free, your money will work even harder 
to speed up the growth of your savings. 




